*‘—— SLR. 27
i 1 Oct 99

UNI TED STATES MARI NE CORPS
WEAPONS TRAI NI NG BATTALI ON
MARI NE CORPS COVBAT DEVELOPMENT COMVAND
QUANTI CO, VIRGI NI A 22134-5040

DETAI LED | NSTRUCTOR GUI DE

LESSON TI TLE

MULTI PLE TARGET ENGAGEMENT TECHNI QUES

COURSE TITLE

SUSTAI NMENT LEVEL RI FLE MARKSMANSHI P (PHASE |, 11, Ll11)



e

SLR. 27
1 Cct 99

UNI TED STATES MARI NE CORPS
Weapons Trai ning Battalion

Mari ne Cor ps Conbat

Quanti co,

Devel opment Command
Virginia 22134-5040

| NSTRUCTOR PREPARATI ON CHECKLI ST

ESSENTI AL DATA

LESSON DESI GNATOR
LESSON TI TLE

DATE PREPARED

TI ME

METHOD

LOCATI ON

| NSTRUCTORS REQUI RED

REFERENCE
TRAI NI NG Al DS/ EQUI PMENT

SLR. 27

Mul ti pl e Target Engagenent
Techni ques

1 October 1999

30 mn

Lecture and denonstration
| ndoor / out door cl assroom

One Primary Marksmanship
| nstructor (PM)

MCRP 3-01A

ML6A2 service rifle, sling,
cartridge belt, magazines,
magazi ne pouches, fl ak

j acket, hel net, and
suspenders

I NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE:

A | oad- bearing vest nmay be
substituted for magazi ne pouches and suspenders. Cear
will be worn in accordance with the MBST Handbook




*‘—— SLR. 27
i 1 Oct 99

UNI TED STATES MARI NE CORPS
Weapons Trai ning Battalion
Mari ne Cor ps Conbat Devel opnent Command
Quantico, Virginia 22134-5040

DETAI LED OUTLI NE

MULTI PLE TARGET ENGAGEMENT TECHNI QUES

| NTRODUCTI ON (3
M N)

1. GAIN ATTENTION. To be fully effective in conbat, a Marine
must have the skills to engage nmultiple targets. Previously,
we di scussed the engagenent of single targets. The
introduction of multiple targets in a conbat scenario requires
additional skills that nmust be | earned and practiced if a

Marine is to be successful. Wiile there are physical skills
t hat must be acquired, nmental preparedness is also a key
factor in engaging nultiple targets. This |lesson will focus

on the physical skills and the decision-nmaking process to
ef fectively engage nultiple targets.

2. OVERVIEW This lesson will cover mnultiple target
engagenent techniques and prioritizing targets.

3. | NTRODUCE LEARNI NG OBJECTIVES. The Term nal Learning
Obj ective and Enabling Learning Objectives pertaining to this
| esson are as foll ows:

TERM NAL LEARNI NG OBJECTIVE. G ven an ML6A2 service
fle, sling, cartridge belt, magazi nes, magazi ne pouches,
ak jacket, hel net, suspenders, ammunition, and targets,
thout the aid of references, engage nultiple targets
th
ve

the rifle | AWMCRP 3-01A and to achieve a proficiency
| 1AW MCO 3574.2 . (PVTX 11.9)

b. ENABLI NG LEARNI NG OBJECTI VES

1) Wthout the aid of references, identify factors
affecting prioritization of targets | AW MCRP 3-01A.
(PVTX. 11. 9a)

2) Gven an ML6A2 service rifle, sling, cartridge
bel t, nmagazi nes, nmgazi ne pouches, flak jacket, hel net,
suspenders, anmmunition, and targets, wi thout the aid of
references, enmploy multiple target engagenent

t echni ques | AW MCRP 3-01A. (PVTX. 11.9b)

4. METHOD. This lesson will be taught in a classroom setting
using | ecture and denonstrati on.
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5. EVALUATION. Marines will be evaluated on topics fromthis
| esson in a conmprehensive witten exam nation for Phase |1
following the completion of |lessons SLR 19 - SLR. 29. Marines
will be evaluated on nultiple target engagenent techniques via
a performance checklist in the Field Firing Live Fire

Exerci ses, SLR 31

TRANSITION: Miltiple target engagenent adds anot her di nension
to field firing. While the fundanmentals of marksmanshi p nust
still be applied, prioritizing nultiple targets and pl anni ng

t he engagenent are just as essential to successful target
engagenent .

BODY (25
M N)

1. (5 MN) PRIORITIZI NG TARGETS

I NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Enphasi ze that the effectiveness
of a unit depends upon the effectiveness of the
i ndi vidual Marines in that unit. Therefore, the
approach to engaging nultiple targets will be viewed as
an individual task that nust be trained and practiced.

a. Conbat M ndset. Prior to this class, we trained to
engage single targets only. The successful engagement of
multiple targets requires a somewhat different m ndset.
For exampl e, follow ng engagenent of a single target, the
Marine assesses the situation. During nultiple target
engagenent, after the first target is engaged, the Marine
must i nmedi ately engage the next target and continue until
all targets have been elimnated. This requires a ni ndset
t hat enabl es qui ck action.

1) Because split-second decisions nmust be nade, the
devel opnent of a conbat nmindset is inportant to
success on the battlefield. This m ndset allows the
Marine to control the pace of the battle rather than
sinply react to the threat.

2) \While engaging nultiple targets, it is critical
the Marine be aware of his surroundi ngs and not be
focused on one target. He nust nmaintain constant
awar eness, continuously searching the terrain around
hi m for additional targets.
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3) Mental preparedness is a key to successful
engagenent of nultiple targets; the required n ndset
must be devel oped until it becomes second nature to
the Marine. When multiple targets appear, the Marine
must prioritize the targets to establish an engagenent
sequence. The Marine nust be so prepared that

deci sions are nmade in the short tine available in
battl e.

b. Prioritize Targets. The situation will usually
dictate the order of nmultiple target engagenment. Target
priority is based on factors such as proximty, threat,
and opportunity, and no two situations will be the sane.
The principal nethod is to determ ne the | evel of threat
for each target so all may be engaged in succession from
the nost threatening to the |east threatening. Exanples
of the npbst threatening are:

1) The target closest to the Marine.
2) The target with the greatest firepower.

Prioritizing targets is an ongoing process. As the
engagenment proceeds, new targets nmmy appear that are nore
t hreatening than those previously identified. Al so,
targets that have already been identified as nost

t hreatening may take cover, tenporarily precluding their
engagenent. You nust renmain constantly alert to changes
in target threat, proximty, and your opportunity for
engagenent and revise your priorities accordingly.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION: Once targets have been prioritized, the Marine

must qui ckly and effectively elimnate them It is crucial to
under stand and practice the nethod for engaging rmultiple
targets until it becones second nature. Wen physical

engagenent actions are automatic in conmbat, the Marine can
mai ntai n an awareness of the conplete battlefield and
concentrate on the nental aspects of multiple target
engagenent .
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2. (20 M N) METHOD FOR ENGAG NG MULTI PLE TARGETS

a. Considerations for Field Firing Positions. The

sel ection and use of field firing positions are critical
to successful engagenent of nmultiple targets. Make a
qui ck mental review of the terrain to select a firing
position that provides good cover and conceal nent, as well
as flexibility for engaging nmultiple targets. The nore

di spersed the nultiple targets, the greater the novenent

t he position nust afford to engage them The nore
restrictive the firing position, the longer it will take
to elimnate nmultiple targets.

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Denpnstrate engagenment in
t hese positions as each is addressed.

1) Prone. Engaging short-range targets fromthe
prone position requires a mpjor adjustnent in the
position fromshot to shot. This is because the

el bows are firmy placed on the ground, restricting
upper body novenent. Because the prone position is so
restrictive, recovery time of the rifle sights onto
subsequent wi dely dispersed targets is |engthy.

2) Sitting. Like the prone, the sitting position
allows limted | ateral novement, making the engagenent
of widely dispersed nultiple targets difficult. The
forward arm can be noved by pivoting on the el bow, but
this novenent nust be limted to avoid disturbing the
position.

3) Kneeling. The kneeling position allows a w der

| ateral range of notion than prone or sitting because
only one el bow is placed on support. Movenent cones
by rotating at the waist to nove the forward armin
the direction of the target, either right or left.

4) Standing. The standing position allows maxinum

| ateral nmovenent to engage di spersed short-range
targets. Miltiple targets are engaged by rotating the
upper body to a position where the sights can be
aligned on the desired target. |f severe or radical
adj ustnments are required to engage w dely dispersed
targets, nove the feet to establish a new position

rat her than give up maxi mum stability of the rifle.
This will avoid poorly placed shots that can result
from an unstabl e position.
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b. Steps for Engaging Miultiple Targets. The fundanentals
of marksmanship are critical in the devel opment of skills

for nultiple target engagenent. However, there are basic

differences in the techniques to engage nultiple targets.

The general steps for engaging nultiple targets are as
fol |l ows:

1) Engage the first target with two rounds.

2) In nultiple target engagenent, the Marine is
already commtted to foll ow-on shots. The recoil of
the rifle can be used to his advantage by directing
the recovery of the weapon onto the desired target.
As the weapon is comng down in its recovery, the
Mari ne physically brings the sights on the desired
target.

3) Pressure is maintained on the trigger throughout
recovery and is applied at a rate consistent with the
Marine's ability to establish sight picture on the
desired target. There should be no hesitation between
the time sight picture is established and the shot

br eaks.

4) This process is repeated until all targets are
el i m nat ed.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSITION: A Marine's success in engaging multiple targets
will rest largely upon his |evel of nmental preparedness, his
application of the correct engagenent techniques, and the
ampunt of time spent practicing in each firing position. The
nore these skills are practiced, the nore likely they wll
become second nature and be applied automatically when the
Marine is faced with nultiple adversari es.

OPPORTUNI TY FOR QUESTI ONS: (1
M N)

1. Respond to questions fromthe class.
2. Pronpt Marines with questions to the class.
a. QUESTION:. What is target prioritization?

ANSVER: Determ ning the level of threat of each target
(greatest firepower; closest).
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b. QUESTION:. How is the weapon's recoil used in recovery

in rmultiple target engagenent?

ANSVWER: The rifle's recoil is used to aid in nmoving from
target to target.

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Ask Marines as many questions
as necessary to ensure they fully understand
the material presented in this |esson.

SUMMARY: (1
M N)

VWil e there are physical skills that nust be acquired, mental
preparedness is a key factor to engaging nultiple targets.
This | esson focused on the physical skills and the decision-
maki ng process to prioritize and engage nultiple targets.
During training, there is sufficient tinme to prioritize and
engage nultiple targets. In battle, this tinme is shorter and
is generally conplicated by stress. These skills nust be
perfornmed instinctively if the Marine is to gain an advant age
over the eneny.



