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DETAI LED OUTLI NE

SUPPORTED FI RI NG POSI TI ONS/ SELECTI ON AND USE OF COVER

| NTRODUCTI ON (3
M N)

1. GAIN ATTENTION. On the battlefield, a steady position
t hat all ows maxi mum observati on of the eneny as well as cover

and conceal ment is a necessity. A good position will provide
a solid foundation for the rifle and protection from eneny
fire. It is unlikely that targets will be engaged with any

proficiency unless a good shooting position is established.

2. OVERVIEW This lesson will cover the selection and use of
cover, considerations for firing fromcover, supported firing
positions, and techniques for searching for and engagi ng
targets from behind cover.

3. | NTRODUCE LEARNI NG OBJECTIVES. The Term nal Learning
Obj ectives and Enabling Learning Objectives pertaining to this
| esson are as foll ows:

a. TERM NAL LEARNI NG OBJECTIVE. G ven an ML6A2 service
rifle, sling, cartridge belt, magazi nes, magazi ne pouches,
flak jacket, hel net, suspenders, amrmunition, and noving
targets, without the aid of references, engage novi ng
targets with the rifle | AWMCRP 3-01A and to achi eve a
proficiency |level AWMCO 3574.2 . (PVTX 11.10)

l e, sling, cartridge belt, namgazi nes, nmgazi ne pouches,

b. ENABLI NG LEARNI NG OBJECTIVE. G ven an ML6A2 service
rif
flak jacket, hel net, suspenders, ammunition, and targets,
t
r

hout the aid of references, assune a supported field
firing position | AWMCRP 3-01A. (PVTX. 11.10c)

. TERM NAL LEARNI NG OBJECTIVE. G ven an ML6A2 service

ifle, sling, cartridge belt, nagazi nes, nagazi ne pouches,
| ak jacket, helnmet, suspenders, anmmunition, and targets,

wi t hout the aid of references, engage targets at unknown

di stances with the rifle | AWMCRP 3-01A and to achieve a

proficiency |level AWMCO 3574.2 . (PVTX 11.11)

Cc
r
f

d. ENABLI NG LEARNI NG OBJECTIVE. G ven an ML6A2 service

rifle, sling, cartridge belt, magazi nes, magazi ne pouches,

flak jacket, hel met, suspenders, ammunition, and targets,

wi t hout the aid of references, take cover | AW MCRP 3-01A.
(PVTX. 11. 11d)
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4. METHOD. This lesson will be taught in a classroom setting
using | ecture, denonstration, and practical application.

5. EVALUATION. The Marine will be evaluated via a
performance checklist during the Field Firing Live Fire
Exerci ses, SLR. 31

TRANSITION: In conmbat, a Marine nmust be prepared to fire from
any type of cover to engage the eneny. In defense, fighting
is normally carried out froma fighting hole. In the attack
or when patrolling, any avail able cover can be used that
conceals fromeneny view, protects fromfire, offers
observation of the eneny, and provides support for a firing
position. Proficiency in assum ng various field firing
positions will enable the Marine to adapt these positions to
fire fromcover.

BODY (1 HR 25
M N)

NOTE

The procedures in this lesson are witten for right-
handed Mari nes. Left-handed Mari nes shoul d reverse
i nstructions as needed.

1. (5 MN) COVER AND CONCEALMENT

a. Cover and Concealnent. Cover is anything that

provi des protection fromeneny fire. Cover nay be an

exi sting hole, a hastily dug shelter, or a well-prepared
fighting position with overhead protection. Conceal nent
is anything that hides a Marine fromeneny view, it may
not afford protection. Conceal ment can be attained from
bui | di ngs, trees, crops, and a skillful use of ground
cont ours.

b. Types of Cover

1) Frontal Cover. Frontal cover provides protection
fromsmall arnms fire. ldeally, frontal cover should
be:

a) Thick enough to stop small arms fire.

b) Hi gh enough to protect the head when firing
around cover.

c) Wde enough to provide cover when firing to the
obl i que.
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2) The ldeal Cover. Cover nust be strong enough to
provide protection fromsmall arnms fire and indirect
fire fragnents. The ideal cover offers the follow ng:

a) Overhead, flank, and rear protection from
direct and indirect fire.

b) Free use of personal weapons.
c) Conceal nrent from eneny observati on.
d) A concealed route in and out.

e) An unobstructed view of a wi de and deep area of
fire.

c. Cover Mterials. Natural cover (e.g., trees, rocks,

| ogs, rubble) is the best type of cover because it is hard
for the eneny to detect a position that is conceal ed by
natural cover. Any material that protects an individua
fromsmall arnms fire may be used for cover. Dirt, when
packed to a m ninmumthickness of 18 inches, is an
excellent form of cover. Sonme common materials are:

1) Sandbags. Cover can be inmproved by using dirt
fromthe position for sandbags and using the sandbags
to fortify the position. Tests have shown that
bullets nmore easily penetrate sandbags that are

| oosely filled or noist. The water in the noist sand
allows the bullet to travel easier; |oosely packed
sand all ows pockets of air for the bullet to travel

t hrough. |If sandbags are tanped down, their density
is increased; sandbags should al ways be tightly
packed. Doubling or overl appi ng sandbags increases
the thickness of the protection. A mninmmthickness
of three sandbags is required to stop small arns fire.

2) Trees/logs. Wod is a relatively dense materi al
and of fers good covering protection. Bullets have a
tendency to fragnent when they penetrate wood. Live
trees have a greater resistance to bullet penetration
t han dead wood. Wod that has been treated with
creosote, such as tel ephone poles and railroad ties,
of fers better protection from projectiles than
untreat ed wood; but still does not ensure positive
protection fromsmall arms fire.

3) Cinder Blocks. Cinder blocks used as foundations
for houses or walls are not inpenetrable cover.

Al t hough they are made of a dense material, they are
brittle and can shatter upon inmpact fromsmall arns
fire, causing injury by secondary fragnentation.
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Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION: The effective use of cover will enabl e engagenent
of eneny targets while affording protection fromeneny fire;
conceal nent will hide a Marine fromeneny view. In a conbat

envi ronnent, you should use any material available for cover
as long as it provides positive protection fromsmall arns
fire. Wen enploying cover, it is inportant to establish
stable firing positions for accuracy of engagenent. W will
now cover considerations for firing from cover.

2. (15 M N) CONSI DERATI ONS FOR FI RI NG FROM COVER

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Denonstrate the positions in
this section, when possible, as they are expl ai ned.

a. Firing From Specific Types of Cover. There are
several types of cover that provide support and
protection, as well as conceal ment, and do not interfere
with target engagement. A Marine nust know the features of
each type of cover to adapt the firing position to the
conbat environment. There will be nore variation with
naturally occurring cover than with positions that have
been deliberately built.

Refer to slide sSLR 26-1.

1) Fighting Hole or Bunker. Use a fighting hole
whenever such prepared positions are avail able. Upon
entering the fighting hole, a right-handed Mari ne
shoul d assunme a position on the right side of the
fighting hole. Add or rempve dirt, sandbags, or other
supports to fit your height. Assume a firing position
by perform ng the follow ng:

a) Place the right foot to the rear as a brace and
| ean forward until your chest is against the
forward wall of the fighting hole.

b) Extend the left arm and el bow over the forward
side of the fighting hole so the left forearmrests
agai nst the back of the parapet.

c) Place the rifle butt into the pocket of the
ri ght shoul der and grasp the pistol grip with the
ri ght hand.
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d) Place the right elbow on solid support using
t he parapet of the fighting hole or sandbags pl aced
besi de the fighting hol e.

Refer to slides sSLR. 26-2 and sSLR. 26- 3.

2) Rooftop. Wien firing froma rooftop, expose as
little of the body as possible by assum ng a position
behind the apex of the roof. |[If no other nmeans of
supporting the body is available, place the left arm
over the apex of the roof to hold the weight of the
body but expose a m ni nrum of the head and shoul ders.

3) Wndow When firing froma wi ndow, the Marine can
establish a supported or an unsupported position.

Refer to slide sSLR 26-4.

a) Unsupported. Where possible, remain well back
fromthe opening of the window so the rifle wl

not protrude and interior shadow will provide
conceal nent so a silhouette is not provided to the
eneny.

Refer to slide sSLR 26-5.

b) Supported. When additional stability is
needed, establish a position by placing the rifle
handguards or your forearmin the “V’" formed by the
side and bottom of the wi ndow sill.

4) Vehicle. In many conbat situations, particularly
in urban environnments, a vehicle nmay be the best form
of cover.

Refer to slides sSLR. 26-6 and sSLR. 26-7.

a) \When using a vehicle for cover, the engine
bl ock provides the nost protection fromsmall arns
fire. Establish a position behind the front wheel
so the engine block is between you and the target.
From this position, you may fire over, under, or
around the vehicle. This is a particularly
effective position for larger vehicles that are
hi gh of f the ground.
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Refer to slide sSLR 26-8.

b) Establish additional support for the rifle by
positioning yourself behind the door janb (frame of
door) and placing the rifle against the "V' forned
by the open door and door frame. Fromthis
position, you may fire over the hood of the vehicle
whil e using the engine block for protection.
However, this position |imts lateral nobility and
it is nore difficult to maneuver from

Refer to slide sSLR 26-9.

c) At the back of the vehicle, the only cover is
provi ded by the axle and the wheel. If you nust
shoot fromthe back of the vehicle, position
yourself directly behind the wheel as nuch as
possi bl e.

Refer to slides sSLR. 26-10 and sSLR 26-11.

5) MWall or Barricade. |If possible, fire around the
end of a wall or barricade at its base. |If not,
assume a position that permts firing over the wall or
barri cade while presenting a | ow sil houette.

Refer to slide sSLR 26-12.

6) Log. ldeally, firing is done fromthe end of a
log. If it is necessary to fire over the |log, use the
prone or kneeling position and rest the rifle on your
forward hand supported by the log. This will make
maxi mum use of cover and provide opti mum support for
firing.

b. Considerations for Firing From Cover. Regardless of
t he combat environnment (e.g., urban, desert, jungle), the
uses are the sanme for different types of cover of |ike
hei ght and wi dth. For exanple, cover is used to support
t he weapon and position in the same nmanner behind a tree
or a tel ephone pole; behind a berm or a wall, or a
vehicle; behind a log or a curb, etc.

1) Adjustment of the Shooting Position. Cover should
be used to provide additional support for the

position. The shooting position selected will depend
on the Marine's height in relation to the height of
the cover.
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a) The firing position selected should be adjusted
to fit the type of cover to:

(1) Provide stability. The position should be
adj usted to cover to stabilize the rifle sights
and all ow the management of recoil to recover
on target.

(2) Permt nobility. The position should be
adjusted to cover to permt |ateral engagenent
of dispersed targets and novenent to other
cover.

(3) Allow observation of the areal/ eneny while
m nim zi ng exposure to the eneny.

of cover by adjusting the seven factors (i.e., le
hand, pocket of shoul der, right el bow, stock weld
grip of right hand) to support the rifle or the
position.

b) The firing position is adjusted to fit the type
ft

Refer to slide sSLR 26-13.

2) Support for the Rifle. The support shoul d
stabilize the rifle to enable you to maintain sight

pi cture. Avoid touching any part of the support with
the rifle barrel. This disrupts the natural vibration
of the barrel and affects the accuracy of shots fired.
A firing position can generally be established with
the forward hand pl aced between the rifle and the
support.

Refer to slide sSLR 26-14.

3) Keeping the Entire Body Behind Cover. Avoid

i nadvertent exposure of any part of your body to fire.
Be especially aware of the top of the head, el bows,

knees, or any other body part that may extend beyond

the cover.

4) FEiring Fromthe Left Side of Cover. To mnimze
exposure to the eneny and maxim ze the protection of

cover, if possible, right-handed Mari nes should fire
from behind the right side of cover, and |eft-handed
Marines should fire frombehind the |eft side of the
cover. |If a right-handed Marine nmust fire fromthe

| eft side of cover, he fires right-handed but adjusts
hi s position behind cover and uses the rollout

techni que to engage the target.

5) FEiring Over the Top of Cover. Firing over the top

8
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of cover provides a wider field of view and | ateral
novenent .

Refer to slide sSLR 26-15.

a) Wien firing over the top of cover, the position
may be supported and stabilized by resting the
handguard or the |left forearmon the cover. Keep
as low a profile as possible; the rifle should be
as close to the top of cover as possible.

b) Renenber that the rifle's sights are higher

than the barrel. Always nmaintain a position that
ensures the nmuzzle is high enough to clear the
cover (e.g., windowsill, top of wall).

6) Ejection Port Clearance. Ensure the cover does
not obstruct the ejection port because it may
interfere with the ejection of a spent cartridge,
causi ng a stoppage.

7) Resting the Magazine. The bottom front, or side
of the rifle nmagazine can rest on or agai nst support
to provide additional stability. However, the back of
t he nmagazi ne should not be pulled back agai nst support
because it can cause a stoppage by not allow ng a
round to feed fromthe magazi ne.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TI ON:  Supports are foundations for positions.
Positions are foundations for the rifle. The considerations
for firing fromcover nust be incorporated into supported
firing positions. Renenber the seven factors conmon to al
shooting positions. These factors still apply when firing
from supported firing positions and should al ways be applied
to the extent practical.

3. (20 M N) SUPPORTED FI RI NG POSI TI ONS

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Denonstrate the positions in
this section, when possible, as they are expl ained.

a. | nt roduction to Supported Firing Positions

1) In conbat the Marine will not have the | uxury of
time to assunme a perfect textbook position.

Therefore, the Marine nmust know instinctively that his
position is correct rather than follow a regi nented
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sequence of novenments to ensure its correctness. Wth
training, stable firing positions can be assuned
qui ckly and instinctively.

2) A supported firing position nmust be chosen that
m nimzes exposure to the eneny and maxi m zes the
stability of the rifle and protection fromeneny fire.

Refer to slide sSLR 26-16.

3) The firing position nmay be adjusted to fit the
support as long as the position provides bal ance,
control, and stability for firing. Any body support
may be used that is steady such as |ogs, rocks,
sandbags, or walls. The surrounding environment wll
often dictate the support and position. \Wen time
permts, use the hasty sling for additional support
for the rifle.

. Seven Factors. The seven factors are applied when
iring fromcover, however, sone nmay have to be nodified
lightly to accommpdate the artificial support provided
he rifle and position.

b
f
S
t

1) Forward Hand. The support should be used to help
stabilize both the firing position and the rifle to
enable the Marine to maintain sight alignment and

si ght picture.

a) The forearm or hand can contact the support to
stabilize the weapon. Rest the forearm or the
nmeaty portion of the bottom of the left hand on the
support and rest the rifle in the “V' fornmed by the
t hunb and forefinger of the |eft hand.

b) The rifle s handguards may rest on the support,
but the barrel may not. Placenment of the left hand
on the handguard may have to be adjusted forward or
back to accommodate the cover and the additional

support provided by the rifle resting on the cover.

c) |If the handguards are resting on the cover, you
may pull down on the handguards to further
stabilize the weapon.

2) Rifle in the Pocket of the Shoulder. Regardless
of the combat situation or the height of the cover,
the butt of the rifle must remain in the pocket of the
shoul der to manage the effects of recoil, stabilize
the rifle, and maintain the rifle' s battlesight zero.
The firing position nust be adjusted behind cover to
enable the rifle to be placed in the shoul der.

10
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3) Stock Weld. Regardless of the cover, the firing
position nmust be adjusted to allow stock weld to be
achi eved. Proper stock weld provides quick recovery
bet ween shots and keeps the aimng eye centered in the
rear sight aperture.

4) Right Elbow. The right elbow can be placed on or
agai nst support to stabilize the weapon and the
position. Ensure the elbow is not extended beyond
cover to tel egraph your position to the eneny.

5) Gip of the Right Hand. |If the rifle handguards,
the forward hand, or the forearmrest on cover for
support, the grip of the right hand should pull back
and down on the pistol grip to further stabilize the
weapon in the shoulder and on the support.

6) Breathing. Breathing does not change when firing
froma supported position.

7) Muscular Tension. To create bal ance and support
for the position, shift your body weight into or
agai nst support. This enables the use of cover to
support your body wei ght, reducing the need for
muscul ar tension.

c. Supported Prone. \Whenever possible, the supported
prone position should be used when firing from behind
cover. It is the steadiest position and provides the

| owest sil houette, thereby providi ng maxi mum protection
from eneny observation and fire.

Refer to slide sSLR 26-17.

1) The prone position can be assunmed behind a tree, a
wall, a log, or alnost any type of cover. It is
flexible and all ows shooting fromall sides of cover
and from cover of varying sizes.

2) Support the position by placing the handguards,
the forearm or the nagazine on or agai nst support.

3) Keep the position as |ow as possible to ensure no
part of the body is exposed to the eneny.

4) The body nust be adjusted to conformto cover.

For exanple, if the cover is narrow, get directly
behind it and keep the | egs together. The body shoul d
be inline with the rifle, directly behind the weapon.
This presents a smaller target to the eneny and nore
body mass to absorb recoil.

d. Supported Kneeling. Wen the prone position cannot be
used because of the height of the support, the supported

11
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kneel i ng position may be appropriate. The kneeling
position provides additional nobility over the prone
position.

12
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Refer to slides sSLR. 26-18 and sSLR. 26-109.

1) The kneeling position allows shooting from all
sides and from cover of varying sizes. This position
may be altered to maxim ze the use of cover or support
by assum ng a variation of the kneeling position
(high, medium or |ow).

2) In the kneeling position, the Marine nust not

tel egraph his position behind the cover with his knee.
When shooting around the sides of cover, strive to
keep your right knee in line with your left foot so as
not to tel egraph your knee.

3) Support the position by placing the handguards,
the forearm or the magazine on or agai nst support.
In addition, the position (e.g., a knee, the side of
t he body) nmay rest agai nst support.

4) If the rifle is resting on support, the Marine may
not need to stabilize the weapon by placing his left
el bow on his knee.

e. Supported Sitting. A supported sitting position my
be used to fire over the top of cover when nmobility is not
as critical. A sitting position can be confortably
assunmed for a longer period of time than a kneeling
position and it can conformto higher cover when a prone
posi tion cannot be used.

Refer to slide sSLR. 26-20.

1) Support the position by placing the handguards,
the forearm or the magazine on or agai nst support.

2) If the rifle is resting on support, the Marine may
not need to stabilize the weapon by placing his left
or right elbows on his |egs.

f. Supported Standing. Wen the supported prone or
kneel i ng position cannot be used to engage the target, the
supported standing position may be used. The supported
standi ng position is effectively used behind high cover
(e.g., wndow, over a wall) or narrow cover (e.g., tree,

t el ephone pole).

13
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Refer to slide sSLR. 26-21

1) To assune the supported standing position, the
Marine | eans his body forward or against support to
stabilize the weapon and the position.

2) Support the position by placing the handguards,
the forearm or the nagazine on or agai nst support.

In addition, the position (e.g., the side of the body)
may rest against support.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION: The use of cover to stabilize your firing
position will enable the rifle sights to be stabilized for
accurate shooting. To use cover effectively, you nust be able
to | ocate targets when behi nd cover or ensure the area is

cl ear before noving. 1In so doing, you nust expose as little
of yourself as possible to the eneny. Additionally, you nust
be ready to fire if a target is located. There are two

techni ques that can be used to | ocate and engage targets from
behind cover: the pie technique and the rollout technique.

4. (20 M N) SEARCH NG FOR TARGETS AND ENGAG NG THEM FROM
BEHI ND COVER

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Denonstrate the
techni ques as they are expl ai ned.

a. Techniques for Searching and Engagi ng Targets From
Behi nd Cover. The pie and rollout techniques mnim ze the
Marine's exposure to eneny fire while placing the Marine
in a position to engage targets or to nove to anot her

| ocation if necessary. These techniques are also used to
enter a building or structure. Both techniques are used
in the kneeling and standing positions. To be accurate in
engagi ng targets using either technique, the seven factors
must be applied, i.e., the grip of the right hand nust

pull the weapon into the shoulder, the butt of the rifle
must be firmy placed in the shoul der, and stock wel d nust
be established to allow the aimng eye to | ook through the
rear sight.

14
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1)

2)

Pie Technique. To performthe pie technique:

a) Staying behind cover, nmove back and away from

t he | eadi ng edge of the cover. The surroundi ngs
and situation will dictate the distance you should
nove back and away fromthe cover. GCenerally, the
further back you are from cover, the greater your
area of observation; staying too close to cover
decreases the area of observation. However, if you
are too far back fromcover, you can conme off the

| eadi ng edge of cover and it is difficult to know
how much of your body is being exposed to the

eneny.

b) Assunme a firing position and |ower the rifle
sights enough to have a clear field of view,
orienting the nuzzle on the | eading edge of the
cover. (In a building, the baseboards serve as a
reference point for the muzzle of the rifle when
searching for targets.)

c) Taking small side steps, slowmy nove out from
behind the cover, covering the field of viewwth
the aimng eye and nuzzle of the weapon. \Wherever
t he eyes nove, the nmuzzle should nove (eyes,
muzzle, target). The nuzzle should remain on the
| eadi ng edge of cover, serving as a pivot point
when novi ng out.

d) Continue taking small side steps and novi ng out
fromcover until a target is identified or the area
is found to be clear.

e) When a target is identified, sweep the safety,
pl ace the finger on the trigger, and engage the
target.

Rol | out Techni que. To performthe rollout

t echni que:

a) Staying behind cover, nove back and position
the body so it is in line with the |eading edge of
t he cover, ensuring that no part of the body

ext ends beyond the cover.

b) Assume a firing position and conme to the Ready,
ensuring the nuzzle is just behind the cover.

c) Canting the head and weapon slightly, roll the
upper body out to the side just enough to have a
clear field of view and allow the nuzzle to clear
the cover. Keeping the feet in place, push up on
the ball of one foot to facilitate rolling out.

15
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d) Continue rolling out fromcover until a target
is identified or the area is found to be clear.

e) When a target is identified, sweep the safety,
pl ace the finger on the trigger, and engage the
target.

fy If atarget is identified before noving out
fromcover, the rifle should be taken off safe
bef ore moving out using the rollout technique.

3) Conbining the Pie and Rollout Technigues. In some
situations, it may be necessary to utilize both the
pie and rollout technique in order to search an entire
area for targets (e.g., corner of a building, a
doorway). Changing from one technique to another nay
permt the Marine to mnimze his exposure to the
eneny and reduce the tine that he is exposed to eneny
fire.

b. Myving Qut From Behind Cover. You nust be constantly
awar e of your surroundi ngs and avail abl e cover should a

t hreat appear. Avoid obvious danger areas and nove

qui ckly through danger areas that cannot be avoi ded.

1) When noving from cover to cover, select the next
cover |location and plan your route before noving from
your present position. This is done by quickly

| ooki ng from behind cover to ensure the area is clear,
ensuring the head and eyes are exposed for as short a
time as possible.

2) |If necessary, conduct a Condition 1 reload before
novi ng from cover.

3) Once you are conmmtted to noving, all focus should
be on noving until cover is reassuned.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION:  Practicing supported field firing positions and
t he cover techni ques we have discussed will make you
proficient in their use. W wll now nove to the range to
practice these techni ques.

16
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5. (25 MN) PRACTI CAL APPLI CATI ON FOR SUPPORTED FI RI NG
POSI TI ONS/ SELECTI ON AND USE OF COVER

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: G ve Marines approximtely
25 mnutes to practice the supported firing
positions fromall types of cover.

a. Denponstrate the appropriate supported firing position
at each type of cover

b. Provide i medi ate feedback to Marines, as necessary,
as they practice the techniques for firing from behind
cover:
1) Use of support to stabilize the weapon.
2) Mnimzing exposure to the eneny.
a) Body.
b) Mizzl e awar eness.
3) Supported field firing positions.
a) Prone.
b) Kneeling.
c) Sitting.
d) Standing.

4) Pie and rollout techniques.

Confirm by practice.

TRANSITION: Training in the field firing positions wll
enabl e the assunption of a stable field firing position

qui ckly and instinctively. That skill, coupled with know edge
of the considerations for firing fromcover and conceal ment,
and the enpl oynent of search and engagenment techni ques from
cover will inprove the Marine's effectiveness and survival in
conmbat .
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OPPORTUNI TY FOR QUESTI ONS: (1
M N)

1. Respond to questions fromthe class.

2. Pronpt Marines with questions to the class.
a. QUESTION: What is the purpose of conceal nent?
ANSVER: To hide the Marine from eneny view.
b. QUESTION: What is the purpose of cover?
ANSVWER: To protect the Marine fromeneny fire.

c. QUESTION: \What supported firing position should be
used whenever possi bl e?

ANSVWER: The supported prone.

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Ask Marines as many questions
as necessary to ensure they fully understand
the material presented in this |esson.

SUMVARY: (1

M N)

The proper use of cover is a basic technique of field firing.
Utilizing cover greatly increases the chances of survival in

conbat. However, it is not enough to sinply sit behind cover.
Targets nust still be effectively engaged. Since cover cones

in all shapes and sizes, the shooting position nust be adapted
to the cover. Adapting the supported prone, kneeling,

sitting, and standing positions to cover while maxim zing the
use of the cover to provide protection and support for the
rifle enables effective field firing. |In addition, enploynment
of search and engagenent techni ques from behind cover mnim ze
the Marine's exposure to eneny fire while placing the Marine
in a position to engage targets or to nove to another |ocation
i f necessary.
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