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DETAI LED OUTLI NE

APPLI CATI ON OF MARKSMANSHI P FUNDAMENTALS I N FI ELD FI RI NG
OFFSET Al M NG

| NTRODUCTI ON (3
M N)

1. GAIN ATTENTION. The demands of combat are stressful.

VWhen and where targets will appear is unknown and

unpredi ctable; the duration of target exposure is unknown; and
the tenpo of the battle is constantly changing. The speed and
uncertainty with which conmbat occurs require the Marine to act
wi t hout hesitation. But he nust still rely on the fundanentals
of marksmanship if he is to engage targets quickly and
accurately. The Marine nust further rely on offset aimng
techniques if time does not permt sight adjustnents.

2. OVERVIEW This lesson will cover the fundanental s of
mar ksmanship for field firing, their application to the
engagenent of |limted exposure targets, and offset aimng

t echni ques.

3. | NTRODUCE LEARNI NG OBJECTIVES. The Term nal Learning
Obj ective and Enabling Learning Objective for this | esson are
as follows:

a. TERM NAL LEARNI NG OBJECTIVE. G ven an ML6A2 service
rifle, sling, cartridge belt, magazi nes, magazi ne pouches,
flak jacket, hel net, suspenders, ammunition, and targets,
wi t hout the aid of references, engage targets of limted
exposure time with the rifle | AWMCRP 3-01A and to achi eve
a proficiency level AWMO 3574.2 . (PVTX 11.6)

b. ENABLI NG LEARNI NG OBJECTIVE. G ven an ML6A2 service

rifle, sling, cartridge belt, magazi nes, magazi ne pouches,
flak jacket, hel net, suspenders, ammunition, and targets,

wi t hout the aid of references, enploy offset ainng

techni ques | AW MCRP 3-01A. (PVTX. 11. 6f)

4. METHOD. The lesson will be taught in a classroom setting
usi ng lecture.

5. EVALUATION. Performance will be evaluated via a
performance checklist during the Field Firing Live Fire
Exerci ses, SLR. 31




*‘—— SLR. 20
i 1 Oct 99

TRANSITION: In conmbat, targets present thensel ves quickly and
wi t hout warning. The effective Marine quickly applies the
fundamental s of marksmanship at a rate consistent with his
physi cal capabilities to deliver accurate fire on target.

This lesson will present the application of marksmanship
fundamentals in field firing.

BODY (25
M N)

1. (1 MN) COWRESSI NG THE FUNDAMENTALS

I n conbat, the fundanentals of nmarksmanship nmust be applied in
the shortest period of tine possible while still achieving
accurate target engagenent. There is no roomfor error or
hesitation. The tinme required is unique to each individual
and his own capabilities.

a. The ultimate goal in quick engagenment is to achieve
sight alignment and sight picture sinultaneously, and to
fire the shot at the noment sight alignment and sight

pi cture are acquired.

b. Executing your shots at a rapid but effective rate can
be achi eved only through practice and experience.

Eventual ly, you will become so skilled that you are not
even conscious of the separate steps you take to fire a
shot .

c. You nust know your abilities. Fire only as quickly as
you are capable of firing accurately. Do not exceed your
shooting skills in an effort to get rounds quickly on
target. Chances are those rounds will be ineffective; and
in conbat, you m ght not have a second chance.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSITION: While the fundanmentals of marksmanship are
equal ly applied in all shooting scenarios, the speed of their
application is increased in conbat to quickly and effectively
engage targets fromvarious |ocations and di stances.
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2. (15 M N) APPLI CATI ON OF MARKSMANSHI P FUNDAMENTALS I N
FI ELD FI RI NG

a.

Ai m ng

1) Sight Alignnent/Sight Picture. |In field firing,
t he fundanentals are applied sinultaneously in a
conpressed tine so sight alignnent and sight picture
are achieved as the shot is fired. Although the
target nust be quickly engaged in conmbat, sight
alignment is still the first priority. Always strive
for a clear tip of the front sight post and a center
of mass hol d.

2) Weapons Presentation as an Aid to Achieving Sight
Alignnent/Sight Picture

a) Proper stock weld and placenent of the butt of
the rifle in the shoulder aid in establishing sight
alignment quickly. The rifle butt’s placenent in

t he shoul der serves as the pivot point for
presenting the rifle up to a fixed point on the
cheek (stock weld). If the butt of the rifle is

pl aced in the shoulder correctly and stock weld is
correct, you should be | ooking through the rear
sight as your rifle is presented.

NOTE

Changi ng the placenent of your head from
normal stock weld may affect your BzZO

b) When a target is identified, quickly present

t he weapon to the target. |In conbat, you will be
| ooking at the target as you are presenting your
rifle. As the rifle sights becone |level with the
aimng eye, visually locate the target through the
rear sight aperture. As the rifle settles, shift
your focus back to the front sight post to place
the tip of the post on the target and obtain sight
picture. To maintain sight picture, shift the
focus repeatedly fromthe front sight post to the
target until correct sight picture is obtained.

c) Practice during rifle presentation drills and
dry fire will help you achieve proper and

consi stent stock weld. This will aid in getting
sight alignment quickly. Do not nove your head
down to neet the stock of the weapon. Hold your
head as erect as possible to allow the aimng eye
to see directly through the sights.
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3) Sight Alignment and Distance to the Target. As
the distance to the target increases, sight alignment
becomes nmore critical for accurate target engagement.

a)

b)

Long-range Engagenents

(1) As the range to the target increases
(i.e., over 100 yards/neters), correct sight
al i gnment and sight picture are nore critical
for accurate target engagenent and shoul d not
be conprom sed for speed.

(2) At longer ranges, the target appears
smal | er and a nore precise shot is required to
accurately engage the target. To be accurate
at | onger ranges, you nust take the tinme to

sl ow down and accurately apply the
fundanent al s.

(3) As the distance to the target increases,
the front sight post covers nore of the target,
making it difficult to establish a center of
mass hold. Since you nust see the target to
engage it, there is a tendency to | ook at the
target by lowering the tip of the front sight
post. This causes shots to inpact |ow or m ss
the target conpletely. Consciously aimcenter
mass and attenpt to maintain center mass sight
pi cture.

Short -range Engagenents

(1) Proper sight alignnent is always your
goal . However, as the distance to the target
decreases (e.g., 100 yards/nmeters or |ess),
perfect sight alignment is not as critical to
pl aci ng effective shots on the target.

(2) At very short ranges, a deviation in sight
al i gnment can still produce accurate results as
long as the tip of the front sight post is in
the rear sight aperture and on the target.

(3) Although the goal of a clear front sight
post may be conprom sed at short distances to
get a shot off quickly, you should take the
time to obtain proper sight alignment and sight
picture if a second shot is to be fired on the
target.

(4) The tinme required to accurately engage a

target is unique to each individual. Although
you nust engage the target rapidly, sonme
senbl ance of sight alignnent is still required
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to be accurate.
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b.

Breat h Control

1) Breath Control During Long-range or Precision
Fire. To minimze nmovenent during |ong-range
engagenent, you must fire the shot during the natural
respiratory pause. To perform breath control:

a) Breathe naturally until sight picture begins to
settle.

b) Take a slightly deeper breath.

c) Exhale and stop breathing at the natural
respiratory pause.

d) Fire the shot during the natural respiratory

pause.

2) Breath Control During All O her Conmbat Situations.
I n nost conbat situations, you will fire two shots

and quickly assess the threat/situation. |In conbat,

you nmay not have tinme to fire a shot during the
natural respiratory pause. Your breathing and heart
rate will often be increased due to physical exertion
(e.g., running) or the stress of battle. Therefore,
you nust interrupt your breathing cycle to create a
pause that is long enough to fire two shots. To
perform breath control:

a) Take a deep breath filling the lungs with
oxygen.

NOTE

It may be necessary to take several deep
breat hs qui ckly before holding the breath.

b) Hold your breath and apply pressure to the
trigger.

c) Fire tw shots.
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c. Trigger Control. \When a conbat target appears, it
must be engaged as quickly as you can accurately fire.

You must stay within your capabilities and strike a

bal ance bet ween speed and accuracy to deliver well-ained
shots on target. Firing quickly but inaccurately is

i neffective and will give the eneny tine to respond with
his own fire. The goal in conbat is uninterrupted trigger
control. You nust be aggressive in applying uninterrupted
trigger control. Your trigger finger should be noving to
the trigger as the rifle is presented and trigger control
shoul d begin as soon as you acquire sight picture.

Trigger control in conbat is achieved by the foll ow ng:

1) Maintain a firmgrip on the weapon to increase
stability and counter the effects of recoil. Even
with a tighter grip, the trigger finger nust be able
to operate independently fromthe gripping hand so the
trigger can be noved straight to the rear wthout

di sturbing sight alignnment.

2) As presentation of the weapon begins, sweep the
safety and nove the trigger finger toward the trigger.

3) VWhen the trigger finger contacts the trigger,
apply slight pressure but do not nmove the trigger
rearwar d.

4) As soon as sight picture is achieved, nove the
trigger to the rear in one continuous novenent.

d. Follow Through/ Recovery. |In preparatory and KD

mar ksmanshi p training you practiced foll owthrough to
avoid altering the direction of the round by keeping your
rifle as still as possible until the round exits the
barrel. In conmbat, followthrough is just as inportant.
In field firing, equally as inmportant as followthrough is
getting the rifle sights back on the target for another
shot. This is known as recovery. Recovery starts

i mmedi ately after the round | eaves the barrel. Rather
than allow the recoil of the weapon to take its normal
course, you nust physically bring the sights back on the
target. Applying recovery techni ques ensures the sights
are on target as quickly as possible to fire another shot.

Confirm by questions.
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TRANSITION: I n conmbat, you may have only one opportunity to
engage a target in a very limted tinme. You nust apply the
fundament al s of marksmanshi p aggressively and w t hout
hesitati on. However, you shoul d never conproni se accuracy for
speed. In conbat, when tinme does not permt sight

adj ustments, the aimng point is adjusted, not the sights.
This is known as offset aimng. To use offset aimng, you
must have sight alignment, but sight picture will change as
the aimng point is shifted.

3. (9 MN OFFSET Al M NG

a. Point of Aim Techniqgue. The point of aimtechnique is
the shifting of sight picture to ensure rounds strike a
man-si zed target at center nmass. To use this technique,
the rifle sights are placed on a predeterm ned | ocation on
or off the target to conpensate for trajectory of the
bul l et, wind conditions, and to establish a |lead on a
novi ng target. These predeterm ned | ocations are known as
points of aim

Refer to slide sSLR 20-1.

1) Elevation — Conpensating for Trajectory.
Predet erm ned points of aim sector the target

hori zontally. These points of aimare used to
conpensate for the elevation required to engage a
target beyond the BZO capability of the rifle or to
engage a small target (e.g., head shot) inside the BzO
of the weapon.

a) Points of Aim

(1) The tip of the front sight post held at
shoul der | evel is considered one point of aim

(2) The tip of the front sight post held at
the top of the target’s head is considered two
poi nts of aim

b) Beyond the BZO  To use the point of aim
techni que to engage a target beyond the BZO of the
rifle, apply the follow ng guidelines:

(1) When range to the target is estimated to
be beyond 300 yards/meters out to 400 neters,
hol d one point of aim
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(2) When the range to the target is estimted
to be beyond 400 yards/meters out to 500
neters, hold two points of aim

NOTE

It is better to apply a hasty sight setting at ranges
beyond the rifle’'s BZO. Points of ains are only guidelines at
t hese di stances because the front sight post will mask the
target when held above center nmss.

c) Inside the BZO If the rifle is properly
zeroed for 300 yards/nmeters, the trajectory (path
of the bullet) will rise approximately 4 1/2 inches
above the line of sight at a distance of

approxi mately 175 yards/ neters. At other

di stances, the strike of the bullet will be |ess
than 4 1/2 inches above the point of aim Only at
36 yards/ 30 neters and 300 yards/nmeters does the
poi nt of inpact coincide with the point of aim

(1) If only a portion of the target is visible
(e.g., the head of an eneny soldier), the
trajectory of the bullet may have to be taken
into consideration when firing at a distance

| ess than 300 yards/ neters.

(2) You nust consider trajectory to ensure you
do not shoot over the top of the target if the

target is small and at a distance |ess than 300
yards/ meters.

2) W ndage — Conpensating for Wnd Conditions.
Predet erm ned points of aim sector the target
vertically. These points of aimare used to
conpensate for wind affecting the strike of the round
when there is no tinme to adjust the rifle sights.

a) Points of Aim

(1) The tip of the front sight post centered
on the edge of the target into the wind is
consi dered one point of aim

(2) The trailing edge of the front sight post
held on the edge of the target into the wind is
consi dered two points of aim

(3) The sane units of neasure are applied off
the target for holds of additional points of
aim
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b) To use the point of aimtechnique to conpensate
for full value wi nds (halve the points of aimfor
hal f val ue wi nds):

10
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Refer to slide sSLR 20-2.

(1) For distances out to 300 yards/meters and
light winds up to 5 nph, the aimng point is
center nmass; a point of aimis not required.

(2) For distances 200 - 300 yards/neters and
medi um winds (6 - 15 nph), hold one point of
aiminto the w nd.

(3) For distances out to 200 yards/ meters and
strong winds (16 - 25 nph), hold one point of
aiminto the w nd.

(4) For distances 200 - 300 yards/neters and
strong winds (16 - 25 nph), hold two points of
aiminto the w nd.

b. Known Strike of the Round. This technique is used to
conpensate for rounds striking off target center. To
effectively engage a target using this technique, the
Marine ainms an equal distance from center mass opposite

t he known stri ke of the round. This technique will be

di scussed nmore fully in lesson SLR. 25, Firing with the
Field Protective Msk.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSITION: Offset aimng techniques and the ability to
conpress the fundanentals of marksmanship in a field firing
situation allow the Marine to engage conbat targets quickly
and effectively.

OPPORTUNI TY FOR QUESTI ONS: (1
M N)

1. Respond to questions fromthe class.

2. Pronpt Marines with questions to the class.
a. QUESTION: How can you adjust your point of aimto
ensure rounds strike target center when there is no tine
to adjust your rifle sights?

ANSVWER: By using offset aimng techniques; specifically,
t he point of aimtechnique.

11



*‘—— SLR. 20
i 1 Oct 99
b. QUESTION: When should trigger control be applied?

ANSVER: \When sight picture is obtained.

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Ask Marines as many
guestions
as necessary to ensure they fully understand
the material presented in this |esson.

SUMMARY: (1
M N)

I n conbat, targets can present thenmselves quickly and w t hout
warning. To be effective in this type of environnent, you
must hone your field firing skills through training and
practice to apply the fundanmental s as quickly as possible

while still maintaining accuracy. You nmust also be able to
enpl oy of fset aimng techniques when tinme does not permt
si ght adjustnments. These techniques will allow quick and

accurate target engagenent and, ultimately, survival on the
battl efi el d.

12
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