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DETAI LED OUTLI NE

| NTRODUCTI ON TO FI ELD FI RI NG

| NTRODUCTI ON (3
M N)

1. GAIN ATTENTION. During known distance (KD) firing, you
establi shed a foundation for accurate shot placenment in a
controlled firing environnment. However, Marines nust be
prepared to fire just as accurately in a stressful and rapidly
changi ng conmbat environment. In conbat, you nust have the
ability to evaluate your shooting skills and nake adj ustnents
to place accurate fire on target. Field firing training wl
enabl e you to becone proficient in engaging targets under a
vari ety of conbat situations. It will reinforce the

i nportance of applying the fundanmental s of marksmanship for
accurate and consi stent shot placenment. |In addition, this
training will stress the inportance of devel opi ng a conmbat

nm ndset that will prepare you for the nental, as well as the
physi cal, challenges of the combat environment.

2. OVERVIEW This |lesson covers the objectives of Phase |11
mar ksmanshi p training and the principles of conmbat m ndset for
the effective engagenent of targets in a combat environment.

3. | NTRODUCE LEARNI NG OBJECTIVES. This |lesson is provided as
an introduction to Phase Il Field Firing marksmanship
training. There are no Term nal or Enabling Learning

Obj ectives for this | esson.

4. METHOD. This lesson will be taught in a classroom setting
usi ng | ecture.

5. EVALUATI ON. The Marine will not be tested on the materi al
in this | esson.

TRANSITION: I n Phase |11 marksmanship training, the basic
firing techniques you learned for KD firing are applied to
field firing situations. Phase IlIl training will help you

refine those techni ques and apply themeffectively in a conbat
envi ronment .
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BODY (10
M N)

1. (2 MN) OBJECTIVES OF PHASE |11 MARKSMANSHI P TRAI NI NG
Upon conpl etion of Phase 11l marksmanship training, Marines

must have denonstrated proficiency in the foll ow ng | ndividual
Training Standards (ITS):

a. PVTX.11.6: Engage targets of limted exposure (tine)
with the ML6A2 service rifle.

b. PVTX 11.7: Engage targets during |ow |light and
darkness with the ML6A2 service rifle.

c. PVIX. 11.8: Engage targets with the ML6A2 service
rifle while wearing the field protective mask.

d. PVIX. 11.9: Engage multiple targets with the ML6A2
service rifle.

e. PVTX. 11.10: Engage noving targets with the ML6A2
service rifle.

f. PVIX 11.11: Engage targets at unknown di stances with
the ML6A2 service rifle.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION: When a target presents itself in conbat, there
may be very little time to take action. You nust engage the
target quickly and accurately. However, the stress and
uncertainty of conbat may cause a Marine to be |ess effective
because he nmay not be adequately prepared to neet the
chal | enges of the conmbat environment. The uni que demands of
conbat dictate that you be both physically and nentally
prepared to engage eneny targets.

2. (8 MN COVBAT M NDSET

a. Principles of the Conbat M ndset. |In a comnbat

envi ronnent, you nust be constantly prepared for possible
target engagenent. It will not be enough to know the
techni ques for engaging a target. You nust al so devel op
the nental discipline to prepare for eneny contact. In

t he confusion, noise, and stress of the conbat

envi ronnment, you mnmust have the ability to elimnate any
hesitation, fear, or uncertainty of action and to focus on
the actions required to fire well-ainmed shots. The key
factors in the devel opnent of a combat m ndset include
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bot h physical and nental preparation.
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1)

2)

Physi cal Preparation

a) |In conbat, targets can present thensel ves

wi t hout warning. Therefore, it is essential to
mai ntai n proper bal ance and control of your weapon
at all times so you can quickly assune a firing
position, present the weapon, and accurately engage
the target. However, you nust keep in mnd that
speed al one does not equate to effective target
engagenent. You should fire only as fast as you
can fire accurately. Never exceed your physical
capabilities to assune a good firing position and
to apply the fundamental s of marksmanshi p.

b) To be effective in conmbat, you nmust train to
perfect the physical skills of shooting so they
become second nature. The stress of battle,
coupled with the often limted tinme available to
engage targets, will require your concentration on
t he nental aspects of target engagenent, e.g.,
scanning for targets, detection of targets,

sel ection and use of cover. The nore physical
skills you can performautomatically, the nore
concentration you can give to the nental side of
t arget engagenent.

Mental Preparation. \While conbat is unpredictable

and constantly changi ng, you can prepare yourself
mentally for the contingencies of battle so you can
readi ly act when confronted with a target.

a) Know edge of the Conmbat Environnment. Be
constantly aware of your surroundings to include
the terrain, avail able cover, possible areas of
eneny contact, etc. This awareness will enable you
to select and assume a firing position and to

qui ckly and accurately engage targets.

b) Plan of Action. On the KD range, you knew
where your target would appear and how it was to be
engaged. In combat, the situation will dictate the
action to be taken. You nust identify and eval uate
possi bl e courses of action and develop a plan for
target engagenent that will be appropriate to the
requi rements of the situation.

c) Confidence. You nust believe in your ability
to engage targets accurately in any combat
situation. If you feel confortable and confi dent
in your capabilities, it will be easier to focus on
firing well-aimed shots on target.
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b. Devel opnment of a Conbat M ndset. The devel opnent of a
conmbat m ndset can be associated with the three carries
for the rifle. The use of each carry is dictated by the

perceived level of threat. Each carry should signify a
stage of nental preparedness for conbat. The intensity of
your nmental and physical preparation will be dependent on

the |ikelihood of eneny contact. At this point, your

physi cal technique for assunm ng each carry should be
automatic, allowing you to focus attention on the

devel opnent of the appropriate |evel of nental preparation
associated with each carry. The threat |evel should
dictate which of the carries is assuned. As the carry is
assunmed, the required actions should be taken to nmentally
prepare yourself to effectively engage a target.

1) No Imrediate Threat Present. When no i nmedi ate
threat is present, the Tactical Carry is assumed. In
ternms of nental preparation, this is the | owest |evel
of awareness for a Marine in a combat environment.
However, you should be constantly alert and aware of
any activity in your surroundings. To be prepared for
target engagenent at this |level, you nust:

a) Keep the rifle oriented in the general
direction of observation (eyes, nuzzle, target).

b) Be aware of |ikely areas of eneny contact.

c) Be aware of the condition of your rifle and
have a plan for putting the rifle into action.

d) Establish a plan or course of action to present
t he weapon to a target should a target appear.

e) Mentally review appropriate actions such as
rel oads and renedi al action.

2) Contact Likely (Probable). VWhen contact is likely
(probable), the Alert is assuned and your rifle should
be in Condition 1. \When eneny contact is likely, you
shoul d:

a) Keep the rifle oriented in the general
direction of observation.

b) Expect eneny contact and be constantly prepared
to present the weapon.

c) Be nentally prepared for contact. Plan a
course of action for imredi ate response to a
target. Modify your plan of action as the
situation dictates.
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d) Be physically prepared to fire. Miintain
proper balance at all times. Avoid self-induced
physi cal fatigue. For exanple, do not grip the
weapon so tightly that your fingers, hands, and
arns tire fromcarrying the weapon.

e) Search the entire area for indications of eneny
targets and for suitable terrain features that

of fer cover and conceal nent. Avoid restricting the
search to a single |ocation because this will
prevent an awareness of your sector of the

battl efield and of |ikely eneny contact.

3) Contact Inmmnent. Wen contact with an eneny
target is immnent, the Ready is assuned and your
rifle should be in Condition 1. |In this carry you
shoul d be at your highest |evel of awareness and
shoul d be constantly searching for and expecting a
target. To fire well-aimed shots upon target

det ection, you nust be at the peak of your nental
preparation. All distractions nust be elimnated with
the entire focus on firing an accurate shot. To
prepare to engage a target, you mnust:

a) Keep the rifle oriented in the general
direction of observation (eyes, nuzzle, target).

b) Maintain a clear field of view above the weapon
sights until the target is detected.

c) Be nentally and physically prepared to engage
the target. At this point, you nust be ready to:

(1) Assune a firing position.
(2) Apply the fundamental s of marksmanshi p.

d) Mve only as fast as you are capable in
delivering well-ainmed shots on target. Ensure that
your speed of engagenent does not exceed your
physical abilities.

e) Do not allow your focus to becone so
restrictive or narrow that an indication of other
targets is overl ooked. You nust avoid tunnel
vision. After each target engagenent, imediately
search and assess the target area.

Confirm by questions.
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TRANSI TION: For a Marine to be successful in conbat, he nust
be prepared to fire even before a target is identified.
Through proper physical and nmental preparation, the Marine can
effectively identify and engage an eneny target without
sacrificing the basic marksmanship principles which formthe
foundati on for accurate shooting.

OPPORTUNI TY FOR QUESTI ONS: (1
M N)

1. Respond to questions fromthe class.
2. Pronpt Marines with questions to the class.

a. QUESTION:. \What are the key factors in the devel opnment
of a conmbat m ndset?

ANSVER: Physical and nmental preparation.

b. QUESTION. What |evel of contact has the | owest |evel
of awareness for a Marine in a conmbat environnent and what
carry is it associated with?

ANSVER: No i medi ate threat present; Tactical Carry.

c. QUESTION: \When contact is immnent, which carry wll
the Marine use?

ANSVER: The Ready.

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Ask Marines as many
guestions
as necessary to ensure they fully understand
the material presented in this |esson.

SUMVARY: (1
M N)

Training for field firing will prepare you to engage targets
in a conbat environnment. During this training, you wll
acquire new skills for target engagenent, while building on

t he basic marksmanship skills acquired during KD firing. In
addition, this training will enphasize the devel opnent of the

conbat nmi ndset, the nmental and physical preparation to engage
targets accurately in any conmbat situation. Training and
practice in field firing techniques, along with the

rei nforcement of the principles of conbat m ndset, will
prepare you to engage targets effectively in any conbat

si tuati on.



