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UNI TED STATES MARI NE CORPS
Weapons Trai ning Battalion
Mari ne Cor ps Conbat Devel opnent Command
Quantico, Virginia 22134-5040

DETAI LED OUTLI NE

VEAPONS HANDLI NG - ML6A2 SERVI CE RI FLE

| NTRODUCTI ON
(3 MN)

1. GAIN ATTENTION. The ML6A2 service rifle is designed to
kill the eneny. However, the rifle cannot differentiate

bet ween eneni es and friends. That is the responsibility of
the Marine. He nmust, at all tines, use his rifle effectively
agai nst the eneny and safely anong his fellow Marines.

Know edge of the rifle, its capabilities, and the procedures
for its safe handling are essential skills for every Marine.
A Marine in conbat nmust handle his rifle instinctively.

M ssi on acconplishment and survival in conmbat depend on it.
Strict adherence to training and diligent practice will nake
weapons handling instinctive.

2. OVERVIEW This lesson will cover the four safety rules,
filling and stow ng nagazi nes, weapons conditions, weapons
conmands and weapons handl i ng procedures, weapons carries and
transports, the cycle of operation, and renedial action for
the ML6A2 service rifle.

3. | NTRODUCE LEARNI NG OBJECTIVES. The Term nal Learning
Obj ective and Enabling Learning Objectives pertaining to this
| esson are as foll ows:

a. TERM NAL LEARNI NG OBJECTIVE. G ven an ML6A2 service
rifle, sling, cartridge belt, magazi nes, magazi ne pouches,
magazi ne filler, and dunmy anmunition, w thout the aid of
references, perform weapons handling procedures without
violating the four safety rules | AW MCRP 3-01A.
(PVTX. 11. 1)

b. ENABLI NG LEARNI NG OBJECTI VES

1) Wthout the aid of references, state the four
safety rules for the ML6A2 service rifle | AW MCRP 3-
01A. (PVTX 11.1a)

2) Gven a situation, an ML6A2 service rifle, sling,
cartridge belt, magazi nes, magazi ne pouches, and dunmy
ammuni tion, without the aid of references, carry/
transport the weapon in response to the situation | AW
MCRP 3-01A. (PVTX 11.1b)
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3) Wthout the aid of references,
conditions for the ML6A2 service rif
(PVTX. 11. 1c)

dentify weapons
le | AWMCRP 3-01A.
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4) Gven an ML6A2 service rifle in an unknown
condition, sling, cartridge belt, magazi nes, nmagazi ne
pouches, and dumry amrunition, w thout the aid of

ref erences, deternm ne the weapon’s condition | AW MCRP
3-01A.  (PVTX. 11. 1d)

5) G ven an ML6A2 service rifle, sling, cartridge
bel t, nagazi nes, nmgazi ne pouches, and dunmy

ammuni tion, without the aid of references, |oad the
rifle (Condition 4 to Condition 3) in response to a
weapons handling command | AW MCRP 3-01A. (PVTX 11.1e)

6) G ven an ML6A2 service rifle, sling, cartridge
bel t, nagazi nes, nmgazi ne pouches, and dunmy

ammuni tion, without the aid of references, make the
rifle ready (Condition 3 to Condition 1) in response to
a weapons handling command | AW MCRP 3- 01A.

(PVTX. 11. 1f)

7) G ven an ML6A2 service rifle, sling, cartridge
bel t, nmagazi nes, nmgazi ne pouches, and dunmy
anmuni ti on, without the aid of references, unload the
rifle (Condition 1 to Condition 4) in response to a
weapons handling command | AW MCRP 3-01A. (PVTX 11.19)

8) Gven an ML6A2 service rifle, sling, cartridge
bel t, nmagazi nes, nmgazi ne pouches, and dunmy

anmuni ti on, without the aid of references, unload and

show the rifle clear (Condition 1 to Condition 4) in
response to a weapons handling command | AW MCRP 3- 01A.
(PVTX. 11. 1h)

9) Gven an ML6A2 service rifle, sling, cartridge
bel t, nmagazi nes, nmgazi ne pouches, and dunmy
ammuni ti on, without the aid of references, transfer the
weapon to another Marine | AW MCRP 3-01A. (PVTX 11.1i)

10) Wthout the aid of references, identify the eight
steps in the cycle of operation of the ML6A2 service
rifle | AWMCRP 3-01A. (PVTX 11.1j)

11) G ven an ML6A2 service rifle with a stoppage,
sling, cartridge belt, magazi nes, nmagazi ne pouches,
dunmy anmmunition, and a target, wi thout the aid of
references, performrenedial action to get the rifle
back in action | AWMCRP 3-01A. (PVTX 11.1k)

4. METHOD. This lesson will be taught in a classroom setting
using |l ecture and denonstration. A practical application
covering weapons handling procedures, weapons carries, weapons
transports, transfer procedures, and renmedial action will be
conducted in an outdoor training area.
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5. EVALUATION. Topics fromthis Iesson will be evaluated in
a

conprehensive witten exam nation for Phase | follow ng
conpletion of |lessons SLR. 1 - SLR 12. Performance will be
eval uated via a performance checklist during the Wapons
Handl i ng Test, SLR. 14.

TRANSITION: If arifle is not handled safely, it is being

i nproperly handl ed. Procedures |earned and practiced in

trai ning nust beconme habitual to ensure effective weapons
handling in combat. There are four safety rules for handling
any small arnms weapon that nust be observed at all times. No
deviation fromthese rules will be tolerated. Every Marine is
responsi bl e for applying these rules on the range and in
conmbat .

BODY (1 HR 55
M N)

NOTE

The procedures in this |lesson are witten for
ri ght - handed Marines. Left-handed Marines
shoul d reverse instructions as needed.

1. (2 MN) SAFETY RULES FOR THE ML6A2 SERVI CE RI FLE

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: The foll owi ng safety rules should
be strongly enphasi zed here and throughout
mar ksmanshi p training.

The safety rules are easy to renenber in a classroomor in a
non-stressful environment. |In a conmbat environnment, a Marine
is exposed to conditions that can disorient or unnerve him and
increase the potential for inappropriate handling of the
weapon. In addition, |ack of focus in non-threatening
situations can cause the Marine to becone careless in handling
hi s weapon. This puts him and those around him at risk.
Training in the four safety rules nmust be repetitive to ensure
automati ¢ adherence when the Marine is in possession of a
weapon.

Refer to slide sSLR 1-1.

a. Rule 1: Treat Every Weapon as if it Were lLoaded.
This rule is intended to prevent unintentional injury to
personnel or damage to property from an indivi dual
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handl i ng or transferring possession of a weapon to
anot her .
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b. Rule 2: Never Point a Weapon at Anything You Do Not
Intend to Shoot. This rule reinforces the inmportance of
muzzl e awar eness.

C. Rul e 3: Keep Your Finger Straight and O f the Trigger
Until You are Ready to Fire. This rule is intended to
mnimze the risk of firing the weapon negligently.

d. Rule 4. Keep Weapon on Safe Until You Intend to Fire.
This rule enforces the use of the weapon’s own safety
feature.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION:  Whether in conbat or in training, the four safety
rules are the Marine' s primary guide to weapons handl i ng.
There is no way to properly handle a firearm w thout strict
adherence to these rules. As part of weapons handl i ng,

Mari nes nmust be able to fill, stow, and w thdraw nagazi nes.

2. (5 MN FILLING STON NG AND W THDRAW NG MAGAZI NES

a. Filling the Magazine with Loose Rounds. Perform t he
following steps to fill the magazi ne:

1) Renove a magazine fromthe magazi ne pouch.
2) Place a round on top of the foll ower.

3) Press down until the round is held between the
foll ower and feed |ips of the magazine.

4) Repeat until the desired nunber of rounds is
inserted. The recomrended nunber of rounds per
magazine is 28 or 29. Thirty rounds in the nagazi ne
may prohibit the nagazine from seating properly on a
cl osed bolt.

5) Tap the back of the nagazine to ensure the rounds
are seated agai nst the back of the namgazine.

b. Filling the Magazine Using a 10-round Stripper Clip
and Magazine Filler. The magazine can also be filled

qui ckly using a 10-round stripper clip and magazi ne
filler. Performthe following steps to fill the magazi ne

with the 10-round stripper clip:
1) Renove a magazine fromthe nmagazi ne pouch.

2) Slide the magazine filler into place.
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3) Place a 10-round stripper clip into the narrow
portion of the magazine filler.

4) Using thunb pressure on the rear of the top
cartridge, press down firmy until all ten rounds are
bel ow the feed |ips of the namgazine.

5) Renpve the enpty stripper clip while holding the
magazi ne filler in place.

6) Repeat until the desired nunber of rounds is
inserted. The recomrended nunber of rounds per
magazine is 28 or 29. Thirty rounds in the nagazi ne
may prohibit the nagazine from seating properly on a
cl osed bolt.

7) Renpve the magazine filler and retain it for
future use.

8) Tap the back of the nagazine to ensure the rounds
are seated agai nst the back of the namgazi ne.

C. St owi ng _Magazi nes

1) Magazine Pouch. |In a magazine pouch, filled
magazi nes are stored with rounds down and projectiles
poi nting away fromthe body.

NOTE

The pl acenent of magazi ne pouches on the
cartridge belt will be dictated by |ocal SOP

2) Load-bearing Vest. |In a |oad-bearing vest, filled
magazi nes are stored with rounds down and projectiles
poi nti ng out board.

3) Enpty or Partially Filled Magazines. Enpty or
partially filled nagazines are stored with the
follower up to allow the selection of filled magazi nes

by touch (i.e., at night).

d. Wt hdr awi ng Magazi nes

1) Magazine Pouch. Wth your right hand, w thdraw
magazi nes fromthe magazi ne pouch on the right side of

your body. Wth your |eft hand, w thdraw nmagazi nes

fromthe nmagazi ne pouch on the left side of your body.
To wi t hdraw magazi nes from a nmagazi ne pouch:

a) Wth your thumb and index finger, pinch the
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magazi ne pouch rel ease to open the magazi ne pouch.

b) Slide your thunb over the top of the magazi nes,
feeling for a baseplate indicating a filled
magazi ne. Continue to slide your thumb until it
rests on the back of the magazine.

c) Gasp the nmagazine with your thunb, index
finger, and mddle finger and lift the magazine
directly out of the pouch.

d) Once the namgazine is clear of the pouch, curl
your ring finger and little finger underneath the
magazi ne and rotate it up to observe the rounds in
t he nmagazi ne.

2) Load-bearing Vest. Wth your right hand, wthdraw
magazi nes fromthe left side of the vest. Wth your

| eft hand, wi thdraw magazines fromthe right side of
the vest. To withdraw magazines from a | oad-beari ng
vest:

a) Wth your thunmb and index finger, unfasten the
snap on the vest pouch.

b) Slide your thumb over the top of the magazine,
feeling for a baseplate indicating a filled
magazi ne. Rotate your hand over the magazine while
sliding your thunmb to the back of the magazine.

c) Gasp the nmagazine with your thunb, index
finger, and m ddle finger, while curling your ring
finger and little finger on top of the baseplate.

d Lift the nagazine directly out of the pouch and
rotate it up to observe the rounds in the magazi ne.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION: As part of weapons handling, a Marine nmust |earn
to carry his weapon over |ong distances. Wapons carries
al | ow qui ck engagenent of the enemy. They also help ensure
your safety and the safety of your fellow Marines. There are
three rifle carries. The carry used will be dictated by the
threat |evel
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3. (8 MN WEAPONS CARRI ES

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Denpbnstrate the carries
as they are expl ai ned.

a. Tactical Carry. The Tactical Carry is used when no

i mmedi ate threat is present. It permts control of the
rifle while noving and still allows quick engagenent of
the eneny, if necessary. It is the least tiring of the

field carries. To assume the Tactical Carry:

Refer to slide sSLR 1-2.

1) Place your left hand on the handguards, your right
hand around the pistol grip, your trigger finger

strai ght along the receiver, and your right thunb
resting on top of the selector |ever.

2) Place the buttstock of the rifle along the side of
your body at approxinmately hip |evel.

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Remi nd | eft-handed Marines t hat
their left thunb should rest on top of the
sel ector lever during this carry.

3) Angle the barrel of the rifle upward about 45
degrees in the general direction of the eneny.

4) Position the nmuzzle slightly bel ow eye |evel.
Ensure wherever your eyes nove, the nmuzzle noves
(eyes, nmuzzle, target).

b. Alert. The Alert is used when eneny contact is likely
(probable). The Alert is also used for noving in a MOUT
or close quarters environnent. Engagement of the eneny is
faster fromthe Alert than fromthe Tactical Carry.
However, the Alert is nore tiring and its use for | ong
peri ods shoul d be avoided. To assune the Alert:

Refer to slide sSLR 1-3.

1) Place your left hand on the handguards, your right
hand around the pistol grip, your trigger finger

strai ght along the receiver, and your right thunb
resting on top of the selector |ever.
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| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Remi nd | eft-handed Marines that
their left thunb should rest on top of the
sel ector lever during this carry.

2) Place the buttstock of the rifle in your shoul der
with the nuzzl e angl ed down about 45 degrees and
pointed in the likely direction of the eneny.

c. Ready. The Ready is enployed when contact with the
eneny is immnent. The Ready allows immedi ate target
engagenent but is very tiring to maintain over a |long
period of tinme. To assune the Ready:

Refer to slide sSLR 1-4

1) Place your left hand on the handguards, your right
hand around the pistol grip, your trigger finger

strai ght along the receiver, and your right thunb
resting on top of the selector |ever.

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Remi nd | eft-handed Mari nes
that their left thunb should rest on top of the
sel ector lever during this carry.

2) Place the buttstock of the rifle in your shoul der
with the muzzle of the rifle pointed in the direction

of eneny contact. Lower the rifle sights to just
bel ow eye level so a clear field of view is nmintained
until a target has been identified.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TI ON:  Weapons carries are used when contact with the
eneny may occur. The weapons transports are generally used
behind the |ines when eneny contact is less |ikely or when

bot h hands are needed for other work. As with the carries,
t hese transports also help ensure safety and require nuzzle
awar eness.

10
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4. (5 MN WEAPONS TRANSPORTS

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Denonstrate the transports
as they are expl ai ned.

The transports, in which the rifle is slung over the back or
shoul der, are used when no imediate threat is present and are
especi ally useful when nmoving for |ong periods. They are al so
used whenever both hands are needed for other work. There are
t hree weapons transports.

a. Strong Side Sling Arms (Miuzzle Up). This transport
may be used when no immediate threat is present and eneny
contact is unlikely. The weapon is slung over the right
shoul der with the nuzzle pointed up. To assune this
transport fromthe Tactical Carry:

1) Release the pistol grip of the rifle.

2) Lower the buttstock of the rifle and bring the
rifle to a vertical position.

3) Wth the right hand, grasp the sling above the
| eft forearm

4) Guide the rifle around the right shoulder with the
| eft hand and extend the right armthrough the sling.

5) Place the sling on the right shoul der and apply
downward pressure on the sling with the right hand to
stabilize the rifle on the shoul der

6) Rel ease the handguard.

b. Weak Side Sling Arms (Mizzle Down). This transport
may be used when no immediate threat is present and
contact with the eneny is unlikely. This transport is
mai nl y used during periods of inclement weather to keep
noi sture out of the bore of the rifle. The weapon is
slung over the left shoulder with the nmuzzle pointed down.
To assune this transport fromthe Tactical Carry:

1) Release the pistol grip of the rifle.

2) Lower the buttstock of the rifle and bring the
rifle to a vertical position.

3) Rotate the rifle outboard until the pistol grip is
poi nting toward the body.

4) Reach over the left forearm and grasp the sling
with the right hand.

11
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5) Rotate the nmuzzle down with the left hand while
sliding the right hand up the sling. Place the sling
on the left shoul der

6) Gasp the sling with the |eft hand and apply
downward pressure to stabilize the rifle on the
shoul der.

7) Rel ease the handguard.

c. Cross Body Sling Arms (Mizzle Up or Down). This
transport may be used when both hands are required for
wor k. The weapon is slung across the back with the muzzle
up or down. Normally, the weapon is slung with the nuzzle
down to prevent pointing the nuzzle in an unsafe
direction, unless the situation dictates otherwise. To
assunme this transport:

1) From Wak Side Sling Arns (Muzzl e Down):
a) Wth your right hand, grasp the sling.
b) Wth your left hand, grasp the handguards.
c) Pull up onthe rifle with both hands.
d) Slide the sling over your head.

e) Position the rifle so it is confortable across
your back.

2) From Strong Side Sling Arns (Mizzle Up):
a) Wth your left hand, grasp the sling.
b) Wth your right hand, grasp the pistol grinp.
c) Pull up on the rifle with both hands.
d) Slide the sling over your head.

e) Position the rifle so it is confortable across
your back.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSITION: The transports are used to carry the rifle over a
| ong period of tine and when there is no i medi ate threat.

The conbat situation dictates the rifle' s condition. A
rifle’s readiness for fire is defined by three conditions.

12
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5. (5 MN)

a.

SLR. 1
1 Cct 99

VEAPONS CONDI TI ONS

Ref er

to slide sSLR 1-5.

Condi ti ons

1) Condition

1. Magazine inserted, round in chanber,

bolt forward,

2) Condition

saf ety on, ejection port cover closed.

2. Condition 2 does not apply to the

ML6A2 service
3) Condition

rifle.

3. Magazine inserted, chanber empty,

bolt forward,

saf ety on, ejection port cover closed.

chanmber enpty,

4) Condition
bolt forward,

4. Magazi ne renoved,
saf ety on, ejection port cover closed.

b. Determning the Condition of a Rifle. A Marine mnust
know t he condition of his weapon at all tinmes. Any tine a
Mari ne takes possession of a weapon, he nust determne its
condition. Situations include taking charge of your own
weapon after it has been unattended (e.g., fromthe
arnory, out of arifle rack, left in a vehicle), coning
across an unmanned rifle in conmbat, or taking charge of
anot her Marine's weapon that is attended or unattended.

1) Determne if a magazine is present.
2) Ensure the weapon is on safe.

3) Conduct a Chanber Check. A chanber check nmay be
conducted at any tine to determne if amunition is
present:

hand back agai nst the nmgazi ne
of the hand.
t he

a) Bring your |eft
well so the slip ring rests in the “V’

Extend the fingers of your |eft hand and cover
ej ection port.

b) Grasp the charging handle with the index and

m ddl e fingers of your right hand. Control the
weapon by pointing the nuzzle to the deck and
appl yi ng tensi on against the stock with the pal m of
t he hand or fingers.

Refer to slide sSLR 1-6.

c) Pull the charging handle slightly to the rear
and visually and physically inspect the chanber.

13
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(1) Right-handed Marines: |Insert one finger of
your left hand into the ejection port and feel
whet her a round is present.

(2) Left-handed Marines: Insert the thunb of
the right hand into the ejection port and feel
whet her a round is present.

NOTE

The same procedure is used in
daylight as during low visibility.

d) Release the charging handl e and observe the
bolt goi ng forward.

e) Tap the forward assist.

f) Close the ejection port cover (if time and the
situation pernit).

4) Renopve the magazine (if present) and observe if
ammunition is present. If tine permts, count the
rounds. Reinsert the nmagazine into the nagazi ne well.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSITION: A Marine nust know the condition of his weapon at
all times. Any tine a Marine takes possession of a weapon, he
must determine its condition. Adherence to training is the
greatest ally a Marine can have when faced with a stressful
conbat situation. During training and practice, weapons
handl i ng techni ques are polished and skills are devel oped with
the help of standardi zed commands and drills to nake weapons
handl i ng second nature. Each step in the |oading and

unl oadi ng process takes the rifle to specific |evels of

readi ness for live fire.

6. (15 MN) WVEAPONS COVVANDS AND WEAPONS HANDLI NG PROCEDURES

a. Commands. Weapons commands dictate the specific steps
to | oad, nake ready, and unload the ML6A2 service rifle.
Si x conmands are used in weapons handl i ng.

Refer to slide sSLR 1-7.

14
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1) "Load" is the command used to take a weapon from
Condition 4 to Condition 3.

2) "Make Ready" is the command used to take a weapon
from Condition 3 to Condition 1.

3) "Fire" is the command used to specify when Marines
may engage targets. On the command "Fire," aimthe
rifle, take the rifle off safe, and pull the trigger
to engage the target.

4) "Cease Fire" is the command used to stop target
engagenent. On the command "Cease Fire," place your
trigger finger straight along the receiver and pl ace
t he weapon on safe.

5) "Unload" is the command used to take a weapon from
any condition to Condition 4.

NOTE

The command " Unl oad" places the responsibility on
t he shooter to properly unload his weapon and
ensure it is in Condition 4. However, on the rifle
range, the range coach still has the responsibility for
ensuring the shooter perfornms the unload correctly.

6) "Unload, Show Clear" is the command used to
require a second Marine to check the weapon to verify
that no ammunition is present before the rifle is put
into Condition 4.

NOTE

The command "Unl oad, Show Cl ear"” places the
responsibility on both the shooter and the
Marine perform ng the secondary inspection to
ensure the rifle is in Condition 4.

b. Weapons Handli ng Procedures. The commands are
executed as foll ows:

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Denonstrate using dummy rounds.

1) Load. On the commmand "Load," performthe
following steps to take the rifle fromCondition 4 to
Condition 3:

a) Ensure the rifle is on safe.

15
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b) Wthdraw a nmagazi ne fromthe nagazi ne pouch.
c) Observe the magazine to ensure it is filled.
d) Fully insert the magazine into the magazine
wel |l and tug downward on the magazine to ensure it
i s seated.
e) Fasten the magazi ne pouch.

2) Make Ready. On the command " Make Ready," perform

the following steps to take the rifle from Condition 3
to Condition 1:

a) Pull the charging handle fully to the rear and
rel ease. There are two nmethods for chanbering a
round:

(1) Gip the pistol grip with the right hand
and pull the charging handle with the |eft
hand.

(2) O grip the handguards with the left hand
and pull the charging with the right hand.

b) To ensure ammunition has been chanbered,
conduct a chanber check

c) Check the sights. (This check is to ensure
proper BZO setting, correct rear sight aperture,
etc.)

3) Unload. On the command "Unl oad," performthe
following steps to take the rifle fromany condition
to Condition 4:

a) Ensure the rifle is on safe.

b) Renove the magazine fromthe rifle and retain
it on your person.

c) Bring your |eft hand back agai nst the magazi ne
well so the slip ring rests in the “V’ of the hand.
VWil e cupping the I eft hand under the ejection
port, rotate the rifle so the ejection port is
faci ng the deck.

Refer to slide sSLR 1-8.

d) Pull the charging handle to the rear and catch
the round in the left hand.

16
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e) Wth the left thunmb, press the | ower portion of
the bolt catch and | ock the bolt to the rear.

17
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f) Put the rifle on safe nowif it would not go on
safe earlier.

g) Visually inspect the chanmber to ensure it is
enpty and no anmunition is present.

h) Depress the upper portion of the bolt catch and
observe the bolt nmoving forward on an enpty
chamber .

i) Close the ejection port cover.

j) Check the sights. (This check is to ensure
proper BZO setting, correct rear sight aperture,
etc.)

k) Return the ejected round to the magazi ne.

) Return the magazine to the magazi ne pouch and
fasten the pouch.

4) Unload, Show Clear. The command “Unl oad, Show
Clear” is used if a secondary inspection is required.

On the command “Unl oad, Show Cl ear,” performthe
following steps to take the rifle fromany condition
to Condition 4:

a) Ensure the rifle is on safe.

b) Renove the magazine fromthe rifle and retain
it on your person.

c) Bring your |left hand back agai nst the magazi ne
well so the slip ring rests in the “V’ of the hand.
VWil e cupping the left hand under the ejection
port, rotate the rifle so the ejection port is
faci ng the deck.

d) Pull the charging handle to the rear and catch
the round in the left hand.

e) Wth the left thunmb, press the | ower portion of
the bolt catch and | ock the bolt to the rear.

f) Put the rifle on safe nowif it would not go on
safe earlier.

g) Visually inspect the chanmber to ensure it is
enpty and no anmunition is present.

h) Have a second party inspect the rifle to ensure
no amunition is present.
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NOTE

The secondary inspection is conducted by a second
party as follows; the individual:

1. Visually inspects the rifle’ s chanber
to ensure it is enmpty, no ammunition is
present, and the nmagazine is renoved.

2. Ensures the weapon is on safe.

3. Acknow edges the rifle is clear.

i) After receiving acknow edgenment that the rifle
is clear, depress the upper portion of the bolt
catch and observe the bolt nmoving forward on an
enpty chanber.

j) Close the ejection port cover.

k) Check the sights. (This check is to ensure
proper BZO setting, correct rear sight aperture,
etc.)

) Return the ejected round to the magazi ne.

m Return the magazine to the magazi ne pouch and
fasten the pouch.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TI ON:  Proper weapons handling is required any time a
weapon i s present, not just in a conmbat situation. Proper
weapons handling is required every tinme a Marine picks up a
weapon, passes a weapon to another Marine, or receives a
weapon from another Marine. It is the responsibility of the
Mari ne receiving or taking charge of a weapon to deternmne its
condition. Depending on the situation, there are two
procedures that can be used to transfer a rifle from one
Marine to another: Show Cl ear Transfer and Condition Unknown
Transfer.
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7. (5 MN) WEAPONS TRANSFER PROCEDURES

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Use two instructors to conduct
t he denpnstration

a. Show Clear Transfer. When time and the tactica
Situation pernmt, the Marine should transfer the rifle
usi ng the Show Clear Transfer. To properly pass a rifle
bet ween Marines, performthe foll ow ng procedures:

1) The Marine handing off the rifle nust:
a) Ensure the rifle is on safe.
b) Renove the magazine if it is present.
c) Lock the bolt to the rear.

d) Visually inspect the chanmber to ensure there is
no amunition present.

e) Leave the bolt |ocked to the rear and hand the
weapon to the other Marine, stock first.

2) The Marine receiving the weapon nust place the
rifle in Condition 4 by performng the follow ng
pr ocedur es:

a) Ensure the rifle is on safe.

b) Visually inspect the chanber to ensure there is
no amunition present.

c) Release the bolt catch and observe the bolt
goi ng forward on an enpty chanber.

d) Close the ejection port cover.

b. Condition Unknown Transfer. There are tinmes when tine
or the tactical situation do no permt a Show Cl ear
Transfer of the rifle. The procedures for the Condition
Unknown Transfer are conducted by a Mari ne when he takes
charge of a rifle in any situation when the condition of
the rifle is unknown (e.g., an unattended rifle, a fallen
Marine's rifle, arifle stored in a rack). To properly
take charge of a rifle when its condition is unknown, the
Marine must performthe foll owing procedures:

1) Ensure the rifle is on safe.

2) Conduct a chanmber check to determ ne the condition
of the weapon.
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3) Renpve the magazi ne and observe if ammunition is

present in the magazine. |If time permts, count the
rounds.
4) Insert the magazine into the magazi ne well.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION:  Now that we have covered weapons transfers, we

wi |l discuss keeping your rifle in action. Each time a round
is fired, the weapon goes through a cycle of operation.
Under st andi ng the cycle of operation will help you identify

probl ens, correct them and get the rifle back into action as
qui ckly as possible.

8. (2 MN) CYCLE OF OPERATI ON, STOPPAGES, AND MALFUNCTI ONS

a. Cycle of Operation. There are eight steps in the
cycle of operation for the ML6A2 service rifle:

1) Firing. Firing is the ignition of the propellant
within the cartridge case forcing the projectile out
of the barrel.

2) Unlocking. Unlocking is the rotation of the bolt
until the locking lugs no longer align with the |ugs
on the barrel extension.

3) Extracting. Extracting is the withdrawal of the
cartridge case fromthe chamber by the extractor claw.

4) Ejecting. Ejecting is the expulsion of the
cartridge case by the ejector and spring.

5) Cocking. Cocking is the resetting of the hamrer.

6) Feeding. Feeding is the stripping of a round from
t he magazi ne by the bolt.

7) Chanbering. Chanbering is the pushing of the
round into the chanber by the bolt.

the alignnent of the | ocking

8) Locking. Locking is
h the lugs on the barrel

lugs on the bolt wit
ext ensi on.

b. Stoppage. A stoppage is an unintentional interruption

in the cycle of operation. A stoppage is normally
di scovered when the rifle will not fire. Myst stoppages
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can be prevented by proper care, cleaning, and |ubrication
of the rifle and magazi nes.

c. Mlfunction. A malfunction is a failure of the rifle
to fire satisfactorily or to perform as designed. A

mal functi on does not necessarily cause an interruption in
the cycle of operation. Wen a malfunction occurs, the
weapon may have to be repaired by an arnorer.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TION: A stoppage will interrupt the cycle of operation.
Successful renedial action can get your rifle back into
operation quickly.

9. (8 MN REMEDI AL ACTI ON

a. Renedial Action. Renedial action is the process of
i nvestigating the cause of the stoppage, clearing the
st oppage, and returning the weapon to operation.

b. Procedure. Once the rifle ceases firing, the Marine
must visually or physically observe the ejection port to
identify the problem before he can clear it. The Marine
must al so seek cover if the tactical situation permts.
The steps taken to clear the weapon are based on
observation of the follow ng three indicators:

Refer to slide sSLR 1-09.

1) |Indicator — The bolt is forward or the ejection
port cover is closed. To return the weapon to
oper ati on:

a) Tap - Tap or strike upward on the bottom of the
magazi ne to ensure it is fully seated.

b) Rack - Pull the charging handle all the way to
the rear and release it to ensure a round is
chanmber ed.

c) Bang - Sight in and attenpt to fire.

2) Indicator — The bolt is locked to the rear. To
return the weapon to operation:

a) Conduct a dry reload.

(1) Press the magazi ne rel ease button and
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remove the enpty nagazine and retain it on
your person if time permts.

(2) Insert a filled nagazine into the
magazi ne well and tug downward on the nmgazi ne
to ensure it is properly seated.

(3) Depress the bolt catch to allow the bolt
carrier to nmove forward and observe the round
bei ng chanber ed.

b) Sight in and attenpt to fire.

3) Indicator — Brass is obstructing the chanber area
(usually indicating a double feed or failure to
eject). A double feed occurs when two rounds are stuck
in the receiver. To return the weapon to operation:

a) Attenpt to renopve the nmagazi ne.
b) Attenpt to lock the bolt to the rear.
c) If the bolt will not lock to the rear:

(1) Rotate the rifle so the ejection port is
faci ng down.

(2) Hold the charging handle to the rear and
shake the rifle to free the round(s).

(3) If the rounds do not shake free, hold the
charging handle to the rear and strike the butt
of the rifle on the ground or manual ly cl ear

t he round.

d) Conduct a rel oad.
e) Sight in and attenpt to fire.

c. Audible Pop or Reduced Recoil. An audible pop occurs
when only a portion of the propellant is ignited. It is
normal |y identifiable by reduced recoil and a | ower
report. This is sonetines acconpani ed by excessive snoke
escaping fromthe chanmber area.

1) Training Environment. |[|f an audible pop or
reduced recoil is experienced during firing,

i mmedi ately cease fire and performthe follow ng
st eps:

a) Point the rifle down range.

b) Place the rifle on safe.
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c) Raise your hand for assistance fromrange
per sonnel .
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2) Conbat Environnent. |In this instance, the
tactical situation may dictate correction of an
audi bl e pop or reduced recoil. To clear the rifle,
performthe follow ng steps:

a) Place the rifle in Condition 4.

b) Renove the bolt carrier group.

c) Inspect the bore for an obstruction fromthe
chanmber end.
d) Insert a cleaning rod into the bore fromthe

muzzl e end and cl ear the obstruction.
e) Reassenble the rifle.
f) Conduct a rel oad.

g) Sight in and attenpt to fire.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSITION: To ensure weapons handling is performed properly,
we will now nove to the outdoor training area to practice
these skills. This exercise will enable you to devel op the
skills necessary to safely handle the ML6A2 service rifle,
perform weapons carries and transports, respond to weapons
conmands, and performrenedial action. Adherence to the four
safety rules will be enforced throughout the exercise.
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10.

(1 HR) PRACTI CAL APPLI CATI ON FOR WEAPONS HANDLI NG

a.

I NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: All ow students tinme to
practi ce weapons handling procedures in accordance
with the material presented in this lesson. |If

cl ass size and nunmber of instructor personnel
permt, use the EDI P technique to conduct this
practical application:

1. Explain each step.

2. Denonstrate each step.

3. Allow students to imtate that step as you
explain it one nore tine.

4. After all steps are explained, denonstrated,
and imtated, allow tinme for students to
practice the entire procedures on your command.
5. Allow students practice tine until they are
proficient in the technique.

6. Fault check student performance of the
techni ques. Enforce safety precautions.

Focus. The follow ng points will be enphasized in the

practical application.

1) Adherence to the four safety rules.

2) \Weapons conditions.

3) Determning the condition of a weapon.
4) Weapons handl i ng procedures.

5) Weapons transfer procedures.

6) Weapons carries and transports.

7) Renedial action procedures.

Exerci se Set up

1) Ensure a range/outdoor training area is avail able
for the exercise.

2) Each Marine will renpove the foll ower fromtwo
magazi nes to aid in responding to weapons commands and
perform ng renmedial action drills.

3) Have Marines count off.
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| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Ensure all weapons are in Condition 4
and no ammunition is present during conduct of the
following drills. Enphasize safety rules throughout the
exerci se and provide feedback to Marines on their
performance.

c. Weapons Carries and Transports Drill. The objective
of this drill is for Marines to practice assum ng the
weapons carries and weapons transports on commnd. To
accomplish this objective, direct Marines to do the
fol |l owi ng:

1) Drill One
a) “Unload, Show Clear.”
b) “Assume the Tactical Carry.”
c) “Wth an enpty nmgazi ne, Load."
d) “Make Ready."

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Marines should automatically
assunme the Alert after making ready in the standing position.

e) “Assune the Alert.”

f) “Assune the Ready.”

g) “Unload.”

h) “Assume Strong Side Sling Arnms (Mizzle Up).”

2) Drill Two. Repeat Drill One but, at the end,
direct Marines to “Assune Weak Side Sling Arms (Mizzl e
mvw]) . ”
d. Renedial Action Drill — Bolt Forward. The objective
of this drill is for Marines to practice conducti ng

remedi al action. To acconplish this objective, direct
Marines to do the foll ow ng:

1) Drill One
a) “Assune the Tactical Carry.”
b) “Wth an enpty magazine, Load.”
c) "Make Ready."

27



*‘—— SLR. 1
i 1 Oct 99

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Marines should automatically
assunme the Alert after making ready in the standing position.

d) “Assune the Alert.”
e) “Assune the Ready.”
fy "Fire."

g) “Your weapon has stopped firing. Perform
remedi al action.”

I NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Remi nd Marines that this renedi al
action is done when the bolt is forward or the ejection port
cover is closed.

h) “Cease Fire.”
i) “Unload.”
j) “Assume Strong Side Sling Arms (Mizzle Up).”

k) “Assume the Tactical Carry.”

2) Drill Two. Repeat Drill One but, at the end,
direct Marines to “Assune Weak Side Sling Arms (Mizzl e
mvw]) . ”
e. Renedial Action Drill — Brass is Obstructing the
Chamber. The objective of this drill is for Marines to

perform renmedial action and get the rifle back in action.
To acconplish this objective, direct Marines to do the
fol |l owi ng:

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: If dummy rounds are not avail abl e, have
Marines sinmulate this drill.

1) “Assunme a kneeling position incorporating the
hasty sling.”

2) “Stand.”
3) “Wth an enpty nmgazi ne, Load."
4) “Make Ready.”

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Marines should automatically
assunme the Alert after making ready in the standi ng position.
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5) Direct Marines to stage a double feed: Pull back
on the charging and, using the left index finger,

bl ock the round fromejecting. Release the charging
handl e and ride it honme to ensure it picks up the
second round fromthe magazine, creating a double

f eed.

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Instruct Marines that on the
conmmand “Targets,” they will assume the kneeling
position, fire one dry fire shot and perform renedi al
action to clear the weapon. Upon clearing the
weapon, Marines will dry fire one shot.

6) “Targets.”
7) “Cease Fire.”
8) “Unload.”

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Allow Marines to practice the
Remedi al Action Drill until they are proficient.

f. Weapons Transfer Drill. The objective of this dril
is for Marines to practice conducting weapons transfers.
To acconplish this objective:

1) Drill One — Show Cl ear Transfer
a) “Even-nunbered Marines assume Cross Body Sling
Arms.”

b) “0Odd-nunbered Marines conduct a Show Cl ear
Transfer of your rifles to even-numbered Marines.”

c) “Even-nunbered Marines conduct a Show Cl ear
Transfer of those rifles back to odd-nunbered
Mari nes.”

2) Drill Two — Condition Unknown Transfer

a) “All Mrines assunme the Tactical Carry.”
b) “Wth an enpty magazine, Load.”
c) "Make Ready."

| NSTRUCTOR S NOTE: Marines should automatically
assunme the Alert after making ready in the standi ng position.
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d) “Assune the Alert.”

e) “0Odd-nunmbered Marines assune Cross Body Sling

Arms.”

f) “Even-nunmbered Marines conduct a Condition
Unknown Transfer of your weapons to odd-numbered
Mari nes.”

g) “Odd-nunmbered Marines conduct a Condition
Unknown Transfer of those weapons back to even-
nunmbered Marines.”

h) “All Marines Unload, Show Clear.”

Confirm by questions.

TRANSI TI ON:  Proper weapons handling is required any tinme you
are handling a weapon, not just in a conmbat situation. This
concludes the instruction for weapons handling. Are there any
guestions?

OPPORTUNI TY FOR QUESTI ONS: (1
M N)

1. Respond to questions fromthe class.
2. Pronpt Marines with questions to the class.

a. QUESTION: \Which of the four safety rul es npst
strongly enforces nmuzzl e awareness?

ANSVER: Rule 2: Never point the weapon at anything you
do not intend to shoot.

b. QUESTION. What condition is arifle in when a
magazine is inserted, a round is in the chanber, the bolt
is forward, the safety on, and the ejection port cover is
cl osed?

ANSVER: Condition 1.

c. QUESTION:. \What carry or transport should be used when
eneny contact is inmnent?

ANSVER: The Ready.
d. QUESTION:. What is a stoppage?
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ANSVER: An unintentional interruption in the cycle of
oper ati on.
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e. QUESTION: What is renedial action?
ANSVWER: The process of investigating the cause of a

st oppage, clearing the stoppage, and returning the weapon
to operation.

| NSTRUCTOR' S NOTE: Ask Marines as many questions as
necessary to ensure they fully understand the
mat eri al presented in this |esson.

SUMMARY: (1
M N)

There is no allowance for deviation fromthe four safety rules
whil e handling a weapon. All of the safety rules are intended
to avoid injury to personnel and damage to property. The four
safety rules will acconplish this goal if they are properly
followed. A violation of any one of these safety rules wll
not be tolerated. By practicing weapons handling procedures,
handl i ng the weapon properly will becone instinctive. 1In the
unlikely event the ML6A2 service rifle fails to operate, it
must be put back into action quickly. You can clear your
weapon by a thorough know edge of the rifle's cycle of
operation, stoppages, and the application of renedial action.
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