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| NTRODUCTI ON (4
M N)

1. GAIN ATTENTION. The primary m ssion of the Marine
rifleman is to |locate and destroy the eneny by fire and to
repel assault by the eneny with fire and cl ose conbat. The
rifle is the Marine's primary nmeans of acconplishing his

nm ssion. Conbat- ready Marines nmust be highly proficient in
the use of the service rifle and have the confidence to
deliver accurate fire under the nost adverse battle
condi ti ons.

2. OVERVIEW This lesson will provide an overview of the
Marine Corps Rifle Marksmanshi p Program and how the three
phases of marksmanship training relate to each other.

3. | NTRODUCE LEARNI NG OBJECTIVES. This |lesson is provided as
an overview of the Marine Corps Rifle Marksmanshi p Program
There are no Term nal or Enabling Learning Objectives for this
| esson.

4. METHOD. This lesson will be taught in a classroom setting
usi ng | ecture.

5. EVALUATI ON. The Marine will not be tested on the materi al
in this | esson.

TRANSI TION: The Marine Corps Rifle Marksmanshi p Program
consi sts of three phases of training that progressively teach,
reinforce, and refine marksmanship skills to a conbat-ready

l evel .

BODY (10
M N)
1. (10 MN) MARI NE CORPS RI FLE MARKSMANSHI P PROGRAM

a. Introduction. Shooting is a learned skill. The
Marine Corps Rifle Marksmanshi p Program teaches and

rei nforces fundanental shooting skills. Program enphasis
systematically shifts to conmbat application. The
application of these skills is gradually refined to a
conbat -ready | evel.
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b. Three-Phase Program Marine Corps rifle marksmanship
is taught sequentially in three basic phases: Preparatory
Mar ksmanshi p Trai ning (Phase |), Known Distance Firing
(Phase I'l), and Field Firing (Phase Il11). These basic
phases teach the Marine the application of marksmanship
fundanmentals to function as an individual or part of a
unit engaged in conbat.

1) Phase |: Preparatory Marksmanship Training.
During this phase, Marines devel op a sound foundation
of marksmanshi p knowl edge and practice skills under

cl ose supervision. This phase provides the basis for
all followon training. Correct firing techniques
must become instinctive; therefore, it is inportant to
devel op and nmaster weapons handling skills during this
stage of training. Upon conpletion of Phase I,
proficiency nust be denonstrated in the foll ow ng:

a) Perform ng weapons handl i ng.

b) Perform ng preventive nai ntenance.
c) Firing a group.

d) Establishing a BzO

2) Phase 11: Known Distance Firing. During Phase |
training, the knowl edge and firing techni ques | earned
in Phase | are applied on a known distance (KD) range.
Furt her devel opnment and refinement of those skills
are achieved during live fire. Because this phase
provi des the opportunity to apply the fundanental
mar ksmanship skills learned to date, it is essential
that the Marine practice and enploy correct firing
t echni ques and nake a continued effort to master
weapons handling skills. Upon conpletion of Phase |1
proficiency nust be denonstrated in engagi ng
stationary targets.

3) Phase Ill: Field Firing. |In Phase IIl training,
Marines apply the firing techni ques taught in the
first two phases to field firing (conbat-type)
situations. Phase IIl training will further refine

t hese techni ques until they becone instinctive and
second nature. This phase will also help the Marine
devel op i ncreased confidence with his weapon. \Were
possi bl e, Phase Ill training is conducted i medi ately
upon conpl etion of Phases | and Il. Upon conpletion
of Phase |11, proficiency nmust be denonstrated in the
foll ow ng:

r

a) Engaging targets of limted exposure tine.

b) Engaging targets during |ow |ight and darkness.
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c) Engaging targets while wearing the field
protective nmask
d) Engaging nultiple targets.
e) Engagi ng noving targets.

f) Engaging targets at unknown di stances.

Confirm by questions.

TRANSITION: The material just covered illustrates how much
there is to master in marksmanship training. Beginning with
the safe handling of the weapon through engagenent of conbat
targets, the key to a Marine rifleman's success will be the
ability to consistently apply the fundamental s of marksmanship
to become a confident and accurate marksman.

SUMMARY: (1
M N)

This | esson provided an overview of the Marine Corps Rifle

Mar ksmanshi p Program and an introduction to the know edge and
skills that nmust be mastered to conplete Phases |, II, and |11
mar ksmanshi p training. Renmenber, Marines acconplish their

m ssion primarily through proficient use of the rifle. The
success of the Marine rifleman lies in the continued

devel opnent through all phases of training to nake hi m conbat -
ready and effective.



